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“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.” Mark 11:17

“The Church is a hospital, and not a courtroom for souls, she does not condemn on
behalf of sins but grants remission of sins. — St. John Chrysostom

“Don’t leave the church, for nothing is stronger than the church. The church is
your hope, your salvation and your refuge.” — St. John Chrysostom

Sunday, September 13, 2026

Forefeast of and Sunday before Elevation of the Cross

Consecration of Resurrection Church in Jerusalem
Tone 6 / Eothinon 4

Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM

Change in time for Sunday Services due to the Festival: Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 8:30
AM, followed immediately by Divine Liturgy (9:30 AM)

Inquirers in Eastern Orthodoxy are encouraged to attend the Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM
Sunday Epistle Reader: Ghoson ‘Gus’ Haddad

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX
Angelic Powers were above Thy tomb, and they that guarded Thee became as dead. And Mary stood by

the grave seeking Thine immaculate Body. Thou hast despoiled Hades and wast not tried thereby. Thou
didst meet the Virgin and didst grant us life. O Thou Who didst arise from the dead, Lord, glory be to
Thee.

APOLYTIKION OF FOREFEAST OF THE HOLY CROSS IN TONE TWO
We offer thee in mediation the life-giving Cross which, of Thy goodness, Thou hast given unto us, the

unworthy, O Lord. Save Thy hierarchs and Thy flock, and grant Thou peace through the Theotokos, O
only Lover of mankind.


http://www.stgeorge-elpaso.org/

APOLYTIKION OF HOLY RESURRECTION CHURCH IN TONE FOUR
Thou hast revealed the earthly majesty of the dwelling place of the holy glory, O Lotd, as the brilliance of

the firmament on high. Make firm its foundation unto ages of ages and receive our fervent supplications
which are offered to thee therein; through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Life and Resurrection of
all.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing

physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George;
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our souls.

KONTAKION OF HOLY RESURRECTION CHURCH IN TONE FOUR
The Church is shown to be a many-lighted heaven that doth shine a guiding light upon all them that do

believe; wherein while standing, we cry aloud: Do Thou Thyself now establish this house, O Lord.

THE EPISTLE (For the Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross)
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inberitance.
Unto Thee, O Lord, will I ¢ry, O Lord my God.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (6:11-18)
Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is those who want to

make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised and only in order that they
may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who receive circumcision do not themselves
keep the Law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But far be it from
me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me and
I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.
Peace and mercy be upon all, who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man
trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit, brethren. Amen.
THE GOSPEL
(For the Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (3:13-17)
The Lord said, “No one has ascended into heaven but He who descended from heaven, the Son of

man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave
His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent His Son
into the wotld, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.”

THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)
On September 13 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Forefeast of the Elevation of the Holy
Cross and commemorate the Consecration of the Church of the Holy Resurrection of Christ our God.
Verses
New Israel, fulfilling a law that is ancient,
Doth honor thy tomb,
O Word, with this consecration.



On the thirteenth befell the consecration of the Resurrection’s fane. Holy Resurrection in Jerusalem is
honored above all others. Constantine the Great constructed it at the place of Golgotha, where our Savior
was crucified and buried, then arose. For a long time this place had been purposely buried beneath the earth
by the Jews and heathen; furthermore, during the reign of Hadrian (117-138), a temple dedicated to
Aphrodite was built over the site so that this sacred place might be even further desecrated and fall into utter
oblivion. It was here that the Cross was hidden. However, at the command of the pious Emperor
Constantine, excavations were made and the tokens of the saving Passion were found. It was here, then, that
the very great and magnificent temple named in honor of Christ God’s Resurrection was built under the
supervision of the blessed Helen, while Macarius was Archbishop of Jerusalem. Macarius elevated the
venerable Cross and consecrated this temple in the year 330.

On this day, we also commemorate the Hieromartyr Cornelius the centurion; and Venerable
Hierotheos the Younger of Iviron monastery on Athos. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God,

have mercy on us. Amen.

FESTIVAL WEEK-END CHANGE IN LITURGY HOURS

In association with the Feast of the Middle East festival on Sunday, September 13th, the church services
will be moved up so preparation for the festival can begin prior to the festival start. Please note:

Orthros 8:30 AM & Divine Liturgy 9:30 A.M.

Please note: If you will be attending church services, we kindly ask that following church services
all cars that do not have a handicap placard park outside the church parking lot as the inside
church parking lot during the festival is reserved for handicap placard. Thank you.

PROSPHORA IS OFFERED BY

Ghoson ‘Gus’ Haddad for the health of Faith, Christian, Ford Haddad,
Victoria Haddad, Minerva Sabbagh, Marian, Mary and Mario Landino,
Adriana Haddad, Bryan and Annette Haddad, Helen Dayoub, Jenny
Dayoub, Larry and Ann Hamilton, Sam and Jayme Olvera, Mitch Moore,
Tom Graham, and Art Rocha, and, in memory of Salim and Namnoume
Haddad, and Nawal Haddad Dockstader. Memory eternal.

DONATIONS
Raed & Sylvana Aldouri for the health of Fr. Fadi
Kyle & Kimberly Horton for the health of Fr. Fadi
Jamie Issac for the health of her family

IN MEMORY OF METRI ELIAS RABBAT

Anonymous Dr Raed & Sylvana Aldouri Nada Aziz
Allen & Patricia Borschow Jameelie Dayoub Zena & Ronda Esper
Paul & Laila Ferris Bryan & Annette Haddad Kyle & Kimberly Horton

Nabil & Dotis Shaheen Sada Vaughn



Tony Dayoub, may his memory be eternal. Sincere condolences to Fr. Fadi and the Rabbat family in
Lebanon.

FESTIVAL SPONSORSHIP

Entertainment Sponsors
Drs. Hassan and Maha Salloum, Amorican Health, and Alan Malooly

Gold Sponsor
George and Wendy Salom

Dr. George Guirguis - Maternal-Fetal Medicine at Providence Hospitals

Silver Sponsor
Anonymous
Dr. Raed and Sylvana Aldouri
Jameelie Dayoub
Liza Dayoub
Sami and Antoinette Esper
Yousuf and Hend Odeh

Mendez Isaac Joudi, Attorney at Law PLLC
Jeannette Salloum and Oula Sara
Jeannette Zacour

Bryan and Annette Haddad

Bronze Sponsor
Butch and Darlene Gore
Dr. Timothy and Mrs. Alexandra McComas
Gooschead Insurance — Chris Joudi
Heritage Group of Raymond James — Jennifer Dayoub
Fr. Fadi Rabbat
Nabil and Doris Shaheen
Sunset Funeral Home — West
Farah Law Group PLLC
Samsara Healthcare PLLC

General Festival Sponsor
Martin and Sharon Madsen
STEM Construction and Root Architects-Chris Esper
Aaron McGinnes

General Donations

Madeleine Karam Jamie Isaac — Cabbage rolls
Anonymous Joseph Isaac — Cabbage rolls
Adriana Anzaldo — Grape leaves Patricia Borschow - Cabbage rolls
Tiffany Joudi — Cabbage roll Dalal Young — Cabbage rolls

Milad & Laurice Farah



FEAST OF THE MIDDLE EAST TICKETS

Festival tickets are now available for sale. Grab yours to share with family and friends or sell them to your
colleagues and business partners. You can pick up tickets every Sunday after Divine Liturgy or reach out to
any Parish Council member. Alternatively, feel free to call or text Raed Aldouri @ 915-777-9203 for more
information.

FESTIVAL TICKETS

PLEASE BRING IN THE MONEY FOR THE TICKETS THAT YOU HAVE ALREADY
SOLD ON SUNDAY 8/30 & 9/6 TO RAED ALDOURI. THANK YOU.

CABBAGE ROLLS AND GRAPE LEAVES NEEDED

If you would like to donate cabbage rolls and/or grape leaves for the festival, please contact Raed Aldouti
at 915-777-9203. Thank you!
CALLING ALL BAKERS

The 2026 Feast of the Middle East is coming up quickly! The dates are September 12 & 13. We need
everyone’s help to have a successful festival. If you would like to bake at home and donate baked goods for

the festival please call, text or email: 915-355-4921 or at sylvanamaryl@gmail.com
Thank you! God bless you alll

FESTIVAL DATES - SEPTEMBER 11, 12 & 13

The St. George Annual Feast of the Middle FEast Festival is scheduled for Friday September 11 (Hafli event
only), Saturday September 12 & Sunday September 13. MARK YOUR CALENDARS. Everyone’s help will
be needed to make the festival a successful event. Further details will be issued as they are provided.

FESTIVAL WORK SCHEDULE

Here is the work schedule for the festival:

-Tuesday: Start at 6 PM: Lamb skewering

-Wednesday: Start at 6 PM: Chicken skewering & Teen SOYO will fill hummus containers

-Thursday: Start at 6 PM: Clean and wash the grills and get propane tanks filled & set up tables and chairs
-Friday: All day: complete setup of the outside tables and chairs & cut medium-sized bread in halves

Everyone's help is needed and encouraged to come. Thank you
Dr. Raed Aldouri

FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERING SIGN-UP

If you haven't signed up to volunteer and help during the festival, please contact Dr.
Raed Aldouri at (915) 252-8815. All hands-on deck! Thank you.



TEENS COMMUNITY SERVICE

Teens, for your information, you can receive community service credit at your high schools just by
volunteering at church, such as helping with the preparations of the Annual festival. For details, please
contact your Teen SOYO Advisor, Anne Thomas, at (915) 373-2259.

FESTIVAL FLYER

Please share the festival flyer that is attached at the end of the bulletin with your families, friends and on
social media.

COFFEE HOUR & FELLOWSHIP AFTER LITURGY

=y DUE TO THE FESTIVAL THERE IS NO COFFEE HOUR AFTER
¥ CHURCH ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13™,

COFFEE &
FELLOWSHIP

~ For Sunday, September 20™":

3 | - Inour parish life, let us foster brotherly love by gathering after worship for coffee
e— W 4 hour as a warm, sharing family; it is wonderful when, atop the coffee, there is a
small bite to accompany the drink—so we have a simple, inviting table for all to enjoy. Please know you are
not required to sponsor everything; even a partial contribution—whether a pot of coffee, a tray of treats, or
a small snack from home—blesses our communal table, so that we can welcome one another as brothers
and sisters in Christ.

If you are interested in contributing and/or sponsoring a Coffee Hout, sign-up using this link:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vgwejRINNPoddVACpTUgl1 7tF7sXKC8DZzT1e2fKRB4E /e
ditPusp=drivesdk

If you have any questions, you can reach Vanessa at (915) 373-5550. Thank you.

VISIT BY VERY REV. FR. HARETH IBRAHIM

Dear St. George parishioners, we are blessed by the visit of V. Rev. Fr. Hareth Ibrahim, a professor at The
University of Balamand (Lebanon) and the Antiochian House of Studies. He is an expert in iconography,
church history, liturgy, and manuscripts. He is accompanying Fr. Fadi on his return from AHOS and will
join us during the festival week-end.

On Monday, September 14" at 6 p.m., V. Rev. Fr. Hareth will speak on Iconography: “Your Kingdom
Come.” All are invited to hear his enlightening and spiritual presentation. The presentation will be held in
the hall and refreshments will be provided by the Ladies and Men’s societies.

A flyer is attached at the end of the church bulletin.



SUNDAY SCHOOL

CEa S P P R e A T S
L
Dear Parents,

We are excited to announce the beginning of another blessed year of Sunday
School!

Our first day of Sunday School will be Sunday, September 20, 2026, for
children and teens, starting at 3 years of age and older through 12th grade.

Registration forms are available at the church entrance on Sundays and is also
attached to the church bulletin. Completed forms may be returned to Laila
Ferris at church or emailed to lferris130@yahoo.com.
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The children of ‘inquirers’ to Orthodoxy are encouraged to attend Sunday
School to learn about the Orthodoxy faith.

We kindly ask that all students arrive by 9:25 a.m. each Sunday so that we may begin our Sunday School
together with the opening prayer led by Fr. Fadi.

We look forward to welcoming your children and teens to another wonderful year of learning, growing, and
deepening our faith together.

With love in Christ,
Laila Ferris
ST. GEORGE MEN’S MONTH - SEPTEMBER

Men’s Month is September 2026. The following individuals will be reading the Epistle at Liturgy on the
following dates and will also offer the holy bread (*):

1. Sunday, September 13, 2026: Gus Haddad *
2. Sunday, September 20, 2026: Calvin Perfillo *
3. Sunday, September 27, 2026: Allen Borschow *

The Men’s Society will be offering refreshments for Coffee House after liturgy, except on Sunday,
September 13, due to the festival.

TEACHINGS FROM METROPOLITAN SABA

Dear parishioners and friends, you will periodically be receiving the weekly
teachings by His Eminence Metropolitan Saba, in English and Arabic. When we
receive them from the Archdiocese Office we’ll send it under a separate church

| email.



mailto:lferris130@yahoo.com

HOMILY BY FR. FADI RABBAT

The homilies given by Fr. Fadi at AHOS for the Fourteenth
Sunday of Matthew on Sunday (September 6" ) and the Feast
of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos (September 8%)
are attached to the church bulletin.

THE ADULT STUDY GROUP FOR INQUIRERS IN EASTERN ORTHODOX
MEETING DATES

For future planning, here are the Adulty Study Group meeting dates for inquirers interested in learning about
the Eastern Orthodox faith. We’ll meet on 9/20, 9/27,10/11, 10/25, 11/8, 11/22,12/6, and 12/20. The
Group meets in the mini hall from 9:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

In Christ,
Dr. Sandra Edwards, Master of Theological Studies (MTS).
Instructor, The Adult Study Group

ADULT STUDY READING

Check every week for tips to living life more generously, and please refer to the attachment with the church
bulletin to learn what our Archdiocese is teaching about stewardship.

Living Life Generously
Every week, thoughts on living life more generously, can be found here. And
please refer to the article attached to the church bulletin to learn what our
Archdiocese wants us to know about stewardship.

#11:

Repurpose your hobbies: Turn crafts or personal interests into useful items

for those in need. Knitting socks for the homeless, sewing drapes or
painting a special scene are gifts that will be enjoyed where lost people
often find themselves living temporarily. Such gifts from your own hands
lend a feeling of home to these places, for these folks.

AHOS OPEN ENROLLMENT 2027-2028

Following the successful completion and closing of admissions for the 2026—2027 academic year, we are
pleased to announce that applications are now officially open for the 2027-2028 academic year at the
Antiochian House of Studies (AHOS).

Answer the call to serve the Lord in His parish and community, pursue excellence in theological education
and pastoral formation, and deepen your relationship with God.



Theological Offerings for 2027—2028:

4 St. Stephen’s Certificate Program (SSC)

4 Master in Theological Studies (MTYS)

4+ Master in Pastoral Care & Counselling (MPCC)

4+ Master of Divinity (MDiv)

4+ Doctorate of Ministry in Eastern Orthodox Theology

4 Ph.D. in Orthodox Studies

Whether you are discerning a call to ministry, seeking academic excellence, or wishing to grow deeper in the
Orthodox faith, AHOS invites you to begin your journey with them. Visit www.ahos.edu for more
information.
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ST GEORGE CHURCH ICON PROJECT

From the Prayer behind the Ambon for the Divine Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom and written in Arabic on the archway above
the iconostasis “...sanctify those who love the beauty of Thy house.”

Orthodox churches are a glimpse of heaven on earth and icons are
representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of
Orthodox faith, teaching, and worship. The Orthodox Church uses
icons to assist in worship. Icons are a ‘window to heaven' and they

help us to focus on divine things.

Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the bare interior walls in the church. This
project continues beautifying the Church for the glory of God. If you wish to make a monetary
donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or the health of your family,
please contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Church, earmarked
Icon Project Donation. A warm thank you to all who have donated toward the Icon Project. Based on your
gifts from the heart there will be more icons to come.

cnvel

DONATIONS FOR THE ICON OF ST. SPYRIDON

R We are blessed to prepare an iconographic project in honor of Saint Spyridon

the Wonderworker, the humble bishop of Trimythous and defender of the
Orthodox faith.

His icon proclaims his witness: the shepherd’s cap recalls his humility, the
Gospel Book his teaching, and the miracle of the brick at the First Ecumenical
Council reveals the Holy Trinity—one God in three Persons: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

Saint Spyridon, known as the “walking saint,” continues to intercede for the

faithful, as reflected in the tradition of his worn slippers. Our parish is
especially blessed to have a relic connected to these holy slippers, which will be reverently incorporated into

this icon setting.


http://www.ahos.edu/

To complete this sacred space behind the baptismal font, we are raising $6,900 for a hand-written icon, two
candelabras, and a proper devotional arrangement. Fr. Fadi will donate his relics with the reliquary.

We invite all to participate in this offering of faith and beauty. May Saint Spyridon intercede for us and bless
all who contribute.

Your gracious donations towards a written icon of St. Spyridon and two candle stands are most appreciated.
If you wish to make a monetary donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s)
and/or the health of your family, please contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your
check to St. George Church, earmarked St. Spyridon icon.

Sharing further information about St. Spyridon provided by Trisagion Films:

Saint Spyridon the Wonderworker and Champion of Orthodoxy

ONLINE LITURGICAL GUIDE FOR CHURCH SERVICES

Being present, prayerful and present in the church community and in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy
is key to being orthodox. Please click on the following link to access the liturgical services for Saturday
Vespers, Sunday Orthros, Sunday Divine Liturgy, and special services:

https:/ /www.antiochian.org/liturgicday/4661

Click on the SELECT DATE in the top calendar. The services will appear under the DAILY
LITURGICAL TEXT on the right column. Click on the service you need. You can follow the service

using your cell phone or print a copy for your use.

To use your cell phone to access the above information while in church, you can link to the church’s Wi-
Fi Network. Information is posted at the church entrance.

When using the small red Service Book found in the church pews, the general services can be
found on the following pages:

- Vespers, page 24 — 43 - Orthros, pages 44 — 80 - Liturgy, pages 91 - 127

Please note that some of the prayers may change based on the Tone of the day.

OFFERING PROSPHORA FOR LITURGY

Dear St. George parishioners, offering Prosphora to be used in the Liturgy for the Eucharist. is an offering
of oneself to God. The Eucharist is not a modern symbol but ancient and true center of Christian worship
since the apostles. If you plan to offer Prosphora on a Sunday for your health and your Orthodox loved
ones, or in memory of an Orthodox departed, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in
the Narthex (entrance) of the church or email Rev. Den. Michael by the prior Monday at deacon(@stgeorge-
clpaso.org to have it placed in the week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Den. Michael will then contact you to make
the necessary arrangements for the Prosphora. The usual cost for preparing the five loaves is $30. A bulletin
board is available in the Narthex if you would like to sign-up to offer Holy Bread for the year 2026.

CHURCH ETIQUETTE - MOST HELPFUL!

The attached web site is a guide for how to show proper respect and reference in church. This guide is also
meant for personal reflection, not as a means of judging others. Keep in mind that there are different
traditions even among the Orthodox faith. We are reminded that a glimpse of Heaven on earth exists. It’s
called the Divine Liturgy, and we are entering the presence of the Living God. We come to church to pray
and worship God above all else, and that should be our only focus.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQqI8jwsy_s

https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments /ChurchEtiquetteBooklet.pdf

CHILDREN IN CHURCH

Christ said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for such is the kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew9:). It is possible for young children to remain in church throughout a service if they are taught to
be quiet and respectful. Many parishes have cry rooms or nurseries for those who are too small to be quiet
throughout the whole Liturgy. Please be respectful to those around you if your child becomes fussy or out
of control and remove him from the nave of the church quickly. If a very young child needs a snack, please
clear away any leftover pieces. However, the child should not have anything in his mouth when he comes to
Holy Communion.

It is never appropriate to allow a child to run down the aisles, play loudly, or carry toys that make noise.
Eventually, children will be able to spend longer time in the Liturgy. That is where they should be but
remember the reason for coming to church is to pray and worship.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES

It is not proper to light candles at certain times during the service - generally the same times when you should
not enter the church, such as during the Little and Great Entrances, when the priest is censing the icons and
congregation or giving the homily, or during the reading of the Epistle or Gospel.

Please do not allow young children to light candles alone, for safety reasons.

WHO CAN RECEIVE COMMUNION IN AN ORTHODOX CHURCH?

“First cleanse the inside of the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also.”  (Matt. 23:26)

“When God revealed himself, be united himself with our mortal nature in order to deify humanity through this close relation
with divinity. Since this is so, through bis flesh, constituted by bread and wine, he implants himself in all believers.”
— S8t Gregory of Nyssa

Only Orthodox Christians who prepared for Communion through confession, prayer, and fasting can go
up to the chalice to receive the Holy Eucharist from the priest. When you approach the chalice and the
Priest or Deacon say, “The servant of God...”, please say your first name or that of your saint.
All visitors are welcomed to worship with us; however, non-Orthodox Christians may not partake of the
Holy Eucharist but rather wait till the Dismissal of the Divine Liturgy and partake of the blessed bread
(called Antidoron in Greek) placed in front of the Solea.

THE IMPORTANCE OF PUNCTUALITY

The time to arrive at Church is before the service starts. If you arrive after the Divine Liturgy begins, try to
enter the Church quietly and observe what is happening. If the Epistle or Gospel is being read or the Little
or Great Entrance is taking place, wait until it is finished to quickly find a seat. If Father is giving the sermon,
stay in the back until he has concluded. Try not to interrupt the Liturgy by your entrance. The best way to
avoid this situation is to arrive on time.


https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments/ChurchEtiquetteBooklet.pdf

2026 MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE (TITHING)
TO ST. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

“Return to Me and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. ...Return now in this,” says the Lord Alnighty, “and see
if 1 will not open for you the floodgates of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it is overflowing.” — Malachi 3:8-10
In the Orthodox tradition, tithing reflect our gratitude to God, our commitment to our spiritual family, and
our desire to participate meaningfully in the life of the Church. Whether you have been Orthodox since
birth, converted recently, or are just discovering Orthodoxy, understanding how to give financially to the
Church is essential and spiritually enriching.

Tithing traditionally means giving 10% of your income to the Church. In Orthodoxy, however, tithing isn't
viewed strictly as an obligation or a legalistic rule. Instead, it's encouraged as an ideal practice—a meaningful
benchmark reflecting generosity and trust in God's providence.

In practical terms, each Orthodox Christian is encouraged to reflect prayerfully on their financial situation
and give in a way that honors God, supports our church, and expresses genuine gratitude.

For ‘Orthodox stewardship’ isn't just about giving money—it's about nurturing a lifestyle of generosity.
Giving should be regular, intentional, and proportionate to one's means. It’s deeply connected with gratitude
for God’s blessings and a commitment to support the Church's clergy, ministries and maintenance, and to
pay the annual Archdiocese Contribution required of all parishes to the Antiochian Archdiocese.
The Orthodox perspective emphasizes that everything we have is ultimately God’s gift. By returning a
portion of these blessings, we affirm our trust in God's continued provision and care.

The actual proportion you choose should be your own prayerful decision. If there is one word to describe
“how much”, we like the advice to make it “meaningful”. This will vary considerably with an individual’s
financial situation. In considering the definition of meaningful, consider the lesson of the widow’s mite. She
gave a tiny amount, but this was given in love, NOT from her abundance but from her necessities.

The minimum pledge (tithing) contribution of at least $500.00 pledge per Baptized or Chrismated Orthodox
person, ages 18 and older is required or $1000 per family (or more from the gift of the heart). You can either
pay your pledge immediately, or make payments throughout the year, however, the final amount must be
met by December 31st of each year. The met pledge makes you eligible to vote at the Annual General
Assembly of Voting Members in January each year. Please make checks payable to St. George Church
in the donated amounts. In the purpose line indicate Church Pledge.

If you are an Orthodox attendee and want a pledge envelop box for 2026, please contact Kyle
Horton, Parish Council Treasurer. Otherwise, on the blank envelopes provided at the donation box,
write your full name, the amount donated, and that the donation is to be applied towards your
annual pledge.

By embracing generous and joyful stewardship, every member of our parish—regardless of their journey or
experience—helps build a vibrant, caring, and spiritually enriching community. Together, we honor God,
sustain our parish's ministry, and continue the timeless tradition of Orthodox generosity.

If you have financial difficulties, please see the priest for available options. The option would be to
contribute what you can to the church.

May your giving always reflect your gratitude, faith, and joyful participation in the Church’s life.



PRAYER FOR THE SICK

Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by
contacting Fr. Fadi Rabbat. We too will add your name to
the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy.

CONTACT INFORMATION

For Pastoral needs, emergencies, visitation to hospital, homes, and prayer/holy communion
during the year, contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat directly and not through the Deacon. Fr. Fadi will not visit
without permission extended to him from the sick person and/or their family.

Confessions are by appointment with Fr. Fadi Rabbat. PLEASE contact Fr. Fadi TWO days in
advance to ensure his schedule is free.

Fr. Fadi Rabbat at:
Cell phone: 973.780.0221
Email fadi.rabbat@jicloud.com

Rev. Den. Michael Sifuentes at Cell Phone: (915)309-1511 Email: deacon(@stgeorge-elpaso.org

CHURCH BULLETIN STAFF
The RT. Rev. Archimandrite Fadi Rabbat, Chief Editor
Rev. Dcen. Michael Sifuentes, Editor
Vanessa Salloum, Assistant Editor
Jameelie Dayoub, Web Site Poster

Please note the weekly church bulletin is always posted on the church web site page at:
https:/ /www.stgeorge-elpaso.org/

FOLLOW US ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIAS:

https:/ /linktr.ee/StGeorgeAntiochianOrthodoxPutm source=linktree profile share&ltsid=189ab
d88-74d6-44c7-b26e-bb8796ada5a3

ONLINE ORTHODOX STORES

Below are some online stores that have a large selection of traditional Orthodox religious items and
books on the Eastern Orthodox faith and service books.

Ancient Faith Store: https:/ /store.ancientfaith.com/
Antiochian Village Store: https:/ /store.antiochianvillage.org/
Holy Cross Book Store: https:/ /holycrossbookstore.com/
Holy Trinity Store: https:/ /www.holytrinitystore.com/

Eight Day Books: https:/ /www.eighthdaybooks.com/


mailto:fadi.rabbat@icloud.com
mailto:deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org
https://www.stgeorge-elpaso.org/
https://store.ancientfaith.com/
https://store.antiochianvillage.org/
https://www.eighthdaybooks.com/

Alpha Omega ART (New York):
Holy Transfiguration Monastery Store:
Saint Vladimir Seminary Press (SVS):

https:/ /aoart.gr/contact
https: //www.bostonmonks.com/
https:/ /svspress.com/

Books can also be purchased through online sites such as Amazon, etc...


https://aoart.gr/
https://svspress.com/

FR. HARETH IBRAHIM

ORTHODOX PRESENITATION

" ICONOGRAPHY:
" UYour ‘%'ngaf)m come

Monday, September 14, 2026
®© 6:00 PM

&




FEAST |

THE

E EAST

—= OF

ST. GEORGE
ANTIOCHIAN

HAFLI

(Pre-Party)

+« 7PM-10PM +

+ Full bar
* Live music & full band

* Dancing
* Appetizers only

\ .
\ entrance fee A

. Saturday&Sunday |

FESTIVAL

No Pre-Sale Ticket?
$5 at the Door.

* Full bar

* Live music & full band

* Dancing

* Authentic Middle Eastern food
¢ Vendors

$25°

for food and drink
presale tickets
only

.Ge) -\ ST.GEORGE
< .| ANTIOCHIAN

25 | ORTHODOX CHURCH

120 N Festival

El Paso, Texas 79912

TO PURCHASE TICKETS
CALL 915-777-9203
OR 915-478-2570

vy
— S UG T
v

TICKETS
AVAILABLE NOW!

PURCHASE TICKETS

ale
LINK IN DESCRIPTION

Scan the QR Code
Below for Tickets!




