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“My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.” Mark 11:17 

 

“The Church is a hospital, and not a courtroom for souls, she does not condemn on 

behalf of sins but grants remission of sins. – St. John Chrysostom 

 

Sunday after the Theophany of Christ 
Theodosios the Great, head of monasteries (Cenobiarch) 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026 

Tone 6/ Eothinon 9 
 
Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM 
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:30 AM, followed immediately by Divine Liturgy (10:30 AM) 
Inquirers are encouraged to attend the Divine Liturgy 
Sunday Epistle Reader: Calvin Perfilio 

 
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX 

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered tomb; 
and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted 
thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, 
O Lord, glory to Thee. 

 
APOLYTIKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for the voice 
of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the form of a dove 
confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and enlightened the world, glory 
to Thee. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. THEODOSIOS IN TONE EIGHT 
The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep sighing thou 

hast given fruit through thy struggles a hundredfold. Accordingly, thou hast become a star for the universe, 

sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father Theodosios, intercede with Christ God to save our 

sou 

http://www.stgeorge-elpaso.org/


 

 

APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR 

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing 

physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George; 

intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our souls. 

 
KONTAKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST IN TONE FOUR 

(**The original melody**) 
On this day Thou hast appeared unto the whole world, and Thy light, O Sovereign Lord, is signed on us 
who sing Thy praise and chant with knowledge: Thou hast now come, Thou hast appeared, O Thou Light 
unapproachable. 

THE EPISTLE 

(For St. Theodosios the Cenobiarch) 
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saint. 

What shall we render to the Lord for all that He hath rendered unto us? 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (13:7-16) 

Brethren, remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the Word of God; consider the outcome 
of their life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be led 
away by diverse and strange teachings; for it is well that the heart be strengthened by grace, not by foods, 
which have not benefited their adherents. We have an altar from which those who serve the tent have no 
right to eat. For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest as 
a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify 
the people through His own blood. Therefore, let us go forth to Him outside the camp and bear the abuse 
He endured. For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city, which is to come. Through Him then let 
us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His Name. Do 
not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL 

(For the Sunday after Theophany) 
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (4:12-17) 

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving 
Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulon and Naphtali, so that what 
was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulon and the land of Naphtali, toward 
the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to 
preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

 

  THE SYNAXARION 

On January 11 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we continue to celebrate the Theophany (Epiphany) of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and we commemorate our righteous Father Theodosius the Cenobiarch, the instructor of 
the wilderness. 

Verses 
Theodosius was the leader of monks’ common life; 

And his departure from this life was monks’ common loss. 
On the eleventh the Cenobiarch left this ruinous life. 

 

Theodosios the Great lived in Palestine. The founder and organizer of cenobitic (communal) monasticism, 
as a young man he visited Simeon Stylites, who blessed him and predicted for him great spiritual glory. Once 
Theodosios founded his monastery, many monks of different nationalities and languages quickly gathered 



 

 

around him. He built churches for each language group, but on a day when they were to receive 
Communion, all the brethren gathered in the great church. Together with Saint Sabbas, he defended 
Palestine from the heresy of the Monophysites. God endowed Theodosios with the gifts of wonderworking, 
to heal the sick, to be present and help from a distance, to tame wild beasts, among other gifts. Theodosios 
entered peacefully into rest in the Lord in the year 529, at the age of 105. 

On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable Theodosios of Philotheou monastery on Athos; 
and Venerable Agapios of Apamea in Syria. By the intercessions of  Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy 
upon us. Amen. 

ONLINE LITURGICAL GUIDE FOR CHURCH SERVICES 

Being present, prayerful and present in the church community and in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy 
is key to being orthodox. Please click on the following link to access the liturgical services for Saturday 
Vespers, Sunday Orthros, Sunday Divine Liturgy, and special services: 
https://www.antiochian.org/liturgicday/4430 
Click on the SELECT DATE in the top calendar. The services will appear under the DAILY LITURGICAL 
TEXT on the right column. Click on the service you need. You can follow the service using your cell phone 
or print a copy for your use.  
To use your cell phone to access the above information while in church, you can link to the church’s Wi-Fi 
Network. Information is posted at the entrance. 
When using the red Service Book found in the church pews, the general services can be found on the 
following pages: 
- Vespers, page 24 – 43 - Orthros, pages 44 – 80 - Liturgy, pages 91 - 127  

 

HOLY BREAD IS OFFERED BY 

For the health of Calvin and Magdalene Perfilio and their children Leon 

and Elena. 

 

Edwina Youngblood for the health of her husband Phillip, all the faithful 

of St. George and our new converts to the Orthodox church. 

 

OFFERING HOLY BREAD FOR LITURGY 
Dear parishioners, giving Holy Bread to be used in the Liturgy is an Offering of oneself to God. If you plan 
to give Holy Bread on a Sunday for your health and your loved ones, or in memory of a departed one, please 
indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in the Narthex (entrance) of the church or email Rev. 
Dcn. Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it placed in the week’s Church 
Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will then contact you to make the necessary arrangements for the Holy Bread. 
The usual cost for preparing the five loaves of bread is $30. The bulletin board for 2026 is now available 
in the Narthex if you would like to sign-up for Holy Bread for the 2026 year. 
 

HOW TO MAKE HOLY BREAD 
 

Prosforo (Qurban in Arabic) is the offering bread that the faithful bring for Divine Liturgy. The 

Prosforo is made by Orthodox Christians at home. If you wish to make the Prosforo, the attached 

video provides instructions. The recipe and ingredients are provided in the video link. The video 

is prepared by Fr. Constantine Lazarakis with Dormition of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox 

Church.  



 

 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctPB1x_T0cU                        
                         

The Prosphora Bread wood stamp can be purchased online. 

Please note that you can also purchase a baking pan that has the stamp built in it. 

You can purchase one at the following site:   

https://www.thegiftedpan.com/store/The-Gifted-Pan-p102535628 

If you are going to bake and offer the bread, please contact Dcn. Michael in 

advance. 

 
WELCOME HOME 

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; on God 

and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” Eph. 4:4-6 

We welcome home “Luke” Comerci, who was baptized to the Holy Orthodox Church on Saturday, January 

3, 2026. Chosen saint's name is in "quotations". Peter is the son of Dr. Daniel and Tammy Comerci, and 

brother of Andi, Dandi and Georgia. 

                           Chosen saint's name is in "quotations". 

                  

https://www.thegiftedpan.com/store/The-Gifted-Pan-p102535628


 

 

We welcome home those who were baptized and chrismated to the Holy Orthodox faith on Monday, January 

5, 2026.   

Diego “Joseph” Acosta    “David” Sanchez 

“James” Guidry    “Christina” Sanchez   

Robert “Athanasius” Maughan   “Joshua” Sanchez  

Mitchell “Theodore” Moore   “Julia“ Sanchez   

Maria “Agrippina” Pineda    Santiago “James” Vazquez 

 

                    Chosen saint's name is in "quotations". 

 

             
 

God grant you many years! (Psalm 91:16, Proverbs 3:16) 

WELCOME 

We welcome Fr. David and Khr. Ruth Bibeau, who were visiting this past weekend for Luke’s baptism. Fr. 

David is the brother of Tammy Comerci.  

DONATIONS 

 

Dr. Daniel Comerci for the baptism of Luke Comerci. 

Sarah John in memory of Norman Bryan. 

Jamie Isaac for Food for the Hungry. 

Salma Isaac lit candles for the health of her family. 

 

ARCHDIOCESE DUES 

 

Alex & Madelyn Shaheen  Kyle & Alexis Gorham & family 

 

 



 

 

DOME LIGHTING 

 

Sami & Antoinette Esper lit the dome on New Year’s Eve for the health of their family. 

 

GIVING STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR 2025 

 

Dear St. George Parishioners, the Giving Statements for the Year 2025 were emailed to you on January 5, 

2026. Please check that you received them. If you have not received the statements, or it does not agree 

with your records, or you want a printed copy mailed to you, PLEASE call, text or email Tony Dayoub, the 

church Treasurer. He can be reached at (915) 799-9250 or tdayoub@aol.com. Thank you. 

 

2026 ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH MEETING – MARK YOU CALENDAR! 

 

The 2026 Annual General Parish Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 18, 2026, immediately 

after church. Your presence is essential as we gather to deliberate on significant matters concerning our 

Church. We will review financial statements, discuss the proposed budget for 2026, elect new members to 

the Parish Council, and review vital organizational reports. 

 

Please note that only parishioners who have fulfilled their financial duties will be eligible to receive a ballot 

at the meeting. To qualify, each member aged 18 and older have tithed or working towards tithing with a 

minimum contribution of $500.00. These contributions must be completed by Friday, December 31, 2025.  

 

Further information such as the qualifications for nomination to the Parish Council are found at the end of 

the church bulletin.  

  

Should you have any inquiries, please feel free to contact Dr. Raed Aldouri at (915) 252-8815. 

 

MIDDLE EASTERN CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS OF THE FEAST OF THEOPHANY 
 
Beloved in Christ, 
"Da'im Da'im," 
 
I wanted to share with you our Middle Eastern Customs and Traditions of the Feast of Theophany. 
 
The Feast of Theophany holds great importance for us Middle Eastern Orthodox Christians. 
 
Traditionally, people would stay awake in joy and anticipation until midnight, keeping lights on and windows 
open for Christ to bless their homes. The phrase "Da'im Da'im," meaning "may your joy be everlasting," 
would be heard throughout the night. 
 
On this day, women prepare special sweets known as "the feast blessing," which includes sweets like zalabia, 
awamat, maakaroon, bride’s fingers, qatayef, meshabbak, and king's cake. These sweets symbolize the act of 
dipping dough in oil, reminding us of Christ’s baptism. Zalabia, in particular, is shaped like a finger, recalling 
the moment when Saint John the Baptist, with his finger, pointed to Christ and declared, "Behold the Lamb 
of God." 

mailto:tdayoub@aol.com


 

 

 
Women also place dough on the branches of a tree, asking Christ to bless it so that a small portion can help 
leaven a larger batch. Coins are included in it and the second day, distributed to her children and husband. 
 
Nature itself eagerly awaits Christ's arrival, bowing in reverence, except for the fig tree, which symbolizes 
pride; burning its wood is permitted on this night. 
 
The next day, people replace the greeting "Good morning" with "Da'im Da'im." They also bring bottles and 
jugs of water to be blessed during the liturgy, making the water holy and renewed. Priests visit homes and 
fields to sprinkle them with this blessed water. 
 
This feast is especially significant for Christians because of its connection to water, which is vital for life, 
particularly in the Mediterranean region. After Christ's baptism, this water was endowed with a power that 
grants spiritual life. 
 
On this blessed FEAST, I hope our homes receive Christ with prayer, joy, and reverence. I pray for peace 
of the world, and may it always be "Da'im Da'im." 
 
In the Da’im Da’im 
Fr. Fadi Rabbat 

HOUSE BLESSINGS 
 
Houses are traditionally blessed with Holy Water each year bringing the 
blessings of the Waters sanctified on the Feast of Theophany, the 
celebration of our Lord’s baptism and his manifestation to the world as 
the son of God. 
 
The house blessing should be scheduled when the entire family will be 
present, if possible. Fr. Fadi understands that this will often be in the 
evening hours which is not considered an inconvenience to him. To 

schedule your House Blessing contact Fr. Fadi at: 973-780-0221. 
 
When coming to the home, the priest brings everything needed for the blessing, but the family should make 
the following two arrangements: 
 
Have a written list of the names of all living members of the household, along with the names of anyone 
else to be included in prayer. Also, include the names of the departed you wish to be included in prayer. 
 
If the house has an icon corner, the candle(s) may be lit, as well as a censer, if available. Otherwise, a clean 
table with a cloth on it should be prepared. The house should be free of clutter, with all radios and televisions 
off during the Blessing. 
 
The priest will bless all rooms of the house. In homes with children, it is nice for the little ones to carry a 
candle or the priest’s cross and “lead” the priest throughout the house. An adult member of the house may 
also do this. While the home is blessed, the priest will lead the family in singing the Theophany 
Troparion (main hymn) repeatedly until the whole house is blessed. 
 
While many families enjoy hosting the priest to a meal or snack, this is not expected and often impossible 
due to other scheduled house blessings. The house blessing does, however, provide an opportunity for the 

http://ww1.antiochian.org/sites/default/files/Antiochian_Theophany.pdf
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priest to spend dedicated time alone with the family, answering any questions anyone may have or addressing 
any issues for which he may be of some help or support. 
 
Wishing all a blessed Theophany! 
 

                               COFFEE HOUR & FELLOWSHIP 

If you are interested in sponsoring a Coffee Hour, please contact Vanessa 
Salloum at (915) 373-5550 

 
 
 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
Every Sunday students should be present at 9:25 AM to be with Fr. Fadi for the 
opening prayers.  

 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE ROSTER FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 
2026 – 18 students 
 

Pre-School (ages 3 and 4 years old)  Doris Shaheen  
Ayana Artis, Malina Miles & Julia Sanchez 

Grades Kinder/1st    Jehan Al-Hanna  
Olivia Artis, Mary Laine Del Corral, Ezme Ferris, Jack 
Horton, Amina Thomas  

Grades 2/3      Adriana Anzaldo 
      Knight Joudi 
Grades 4/5      Anne Thomas  

John Baptist Del Corral, Kingston Joudi & Joshua Sanchez  
Grades 6/7      James Shaheen Jr.  

Caleb Crawford   
Grades 8-12      Johnny Odeh  

Phoebe Del Corral, Stephanie Chloe Del Corral, Nia Isaac, 
Amira Thomas & Malik Thomas 
 

Sunday School Director:   Laila Ferris  
Co-Director:      Anne Thomas  
Special Projects:     Jaclyn Ferris  
 



 

 

  TEACHINGS FROM METROPOLITAN SABA 
 

Dear parishioners and friends, you will periodically be receiving the weekly 

teachings by His Eminence Metropolitan Saba, in English and Arabic. When we 

receive them from the Archdiocese Office we’ll send it under a separate church 

email.  

 

HOMILY BY FR. FADI RABBAT 
 
Two homilies by Fr. Fr. Fadi are being shared with you: one for the new Church Civil Year 2026 given on 
Thursday January 1st and the other for the Sunday Before Theophany, given on Sunday January 4th, and are 
attached at the end of the church bulletin. 
 

THE ADULT STUDY GROUP 

 
“Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save 
us.  Amen" Does this sound familiar? It should, as these are the words of the final prayer of departing 
worshippers of every Orthodox Church around the world on every Sunday. This prayer closes both the 
Vespers and the Divine Liturgy.  In this prayer, we implore the Holy Fathers to pray that the Lord will grant 
us mercy and save us. This implies three things: 
1.- That the Fathers of the Church currently exist in God's realm. 
2.- That our Holy Fathers have access to God's ear. 
3.- That our Holy Fathers will listen to us and care for us, as our Heavenly Father does. 
 
These saints are the cherished ones the Adult Study has been reviewing for the past months. It should come 
with profound awareness that these are hallowed, Godly men who know our names, care about our needs 
and our destinies, and intercede for us. And we can be assured that our request to them, as we close our 
worship is honored. 
 
When we close with the words of this prayer, let us not be busy collecting our belongings in order to rush 
out to catch the football game on TV back home, or to hurry over to coffee hour to catch up on the latest 
Parish news. Let us, instead, pause to meditate on the importance of this prayer offered for us, and respond 
in gratitude for the worthy lives of these Patristics who long ago followed dutiful and dedicated paths toward 
virtue through love and charity, teaching those who followed. In this prayer, we see that these Fathers are 
still at work today for us, Now, that is a real blessing!   
 
This week's Study presents interesting vignettes in the life and work of St. Isaac the Syrian, the last of the 
Desert Fathers we visit before returning to the Patristics who prayed and worked in more 
cosmopolitan/public settings. You'll find it as an attachment to the Church Bulletin for January 11th. 
 
In Christ, 
Dr. Sandra Edwards, Master of Theological Studies (MTS). 
Instructor, The Adult Study Group 



 

 

ANTIOCHIAN HOUSE OF STUDIES (AHOS) 

AHOS enrollment is now opened for the academic year 2026-2027. For more 
information you can visit https://ahos.edu/open-enrollment-2026-2027/ or 
refer to the attachment at the end of bulletin. 
 
 
 

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED 

The Food for Hungry People and Charitable Outreach is sponsoring their 42nd 
Annual Food Drive from October 5th,2025 through January 18th, 2026 to raise 
funds to help our neighbors in need, feed the hungry, and help the homeless and 
offer aid to the afflicted.   

If you wish to donate to this worthy cause, you can do so by writing a check to St. 
George church, ear marked “Food for Hungry”. Give the check to Tony Dayoub, Treasurer. Also, 
traditional FFHP alms boxes will be available at the entrance and collected at the church entrance. On 
January 25, 2026, the church will forward one check to the organization. Our monetary donation will then 
appear in the final report published in “The Word”.  

The St. George Men’s Society in collaboration with Teen SOYO are organizing a Can Food Drive to 
benefit a local assistance center. Donation Boxes will be placed in the Narthex (lobby entrance) starting on 
Sunday, October 5th. Please refer to the following for the MOST NEEDED ITEMS in 2025: 
 
• Water, Hand Sanitizer, Masks  
• Canned Soups (include a can opener)  
• Pasta Meals & Canned Sauce  
• Canned Meat & Fish  
• Canned Fruit & Vegetables  
• Allergy Friendly Food Options or Gluten Free, Nut Free, Dairy Free  
• Flour, Cornmeal, Rice, Dry Beans, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Crackers  
• Shelf Stable Milk, Cereals, Cooking Oils, Boxed Meals  
• Pancake & Muffin Mix that Only Require Water, Instant Foods  
• Baby Food, Juice Boxes, Apples Sauce & Granola Bars  
• Baby Clothes, Baby Diapers & Wipes  
• Clothing, Hats, Coats, Gloves, Pants, Shirts, Sweaters  
• Blankets, Underwear, Shoes and Socks (Socks #1 requested item)  
• Household Cleaning Supplies & Paper Products  
• Hand Soap, Shampoo, Body Wash, Deodorant, Toothbrush, Toothpaste, Floss, Body Wipes, Mouthwash, 
Gloves, Razors, Shaving Cream, Feminine Hygiene Products, Lotion, Powder, Combs & Brushes  
• Backpacks, Duffle bags, Portable Chargers  
• First Aid Kit & Flash Lights 

The church’s benefit deadline for this activity is January 25, 2026. The Men’s Society will then inform The 
Food for Hungry People and Charitable Outreach of their charitable activity in the community by January 
31, 2026.  

https://ahos.edu/open-enrollment-2026-2027/


 

 

Thank you for your continued love and support for the needy in our community. May God keep you healthy, 
happy and safe. 
 

WHO CAN RECEIVE COMMUNION IN AN ORTHODOX CHURCH? 

Only Orthodox Christians who prepared for Communion through confession, prayer, and fasting can go 

up to the chalice to receive the Holy Eucharist from the priest. When you approach the chalice and the 

Priest or Deacon say, ‘The servant of God…’, please say your first name or that of your saint.  

All visitors are welcomed to worship with us; however, non-Orthodox Christians may not partake of the 

Holy Eucharist but rather wait till the Dismissal of the Divine Liturgy and partake of the blessed bread 

(called Antidoron in Greek) placed in front of the Solea. 

 

CHURCH ETIQUETTE – THE DO’S AND DON’TS - MOST HELPFUL! 
The web site below is a guide for how to show proper respect and reference in church. This guide is also 
meant for personal reflection, not as a means of judging others. Keep in mind that there are different 
traditions even among the Orthodox faith. We come to church to pray and worship God above all else, and 
that should be our only focus. 
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments/ChurchEtiquetteBooklet.pdf 
    

LIGHTING CANDLES IN FRONT OF THE ICONOSTASIS 
 

It has been customary for parishioners in veneration to light candles and 
place them at the foot of the iconostasis. However, the Fire Department 
recently conducted their annual review of the church premises and asked 
that we refrain from hereon. The reason being that plastic candle containers 
can catch fire and cause the wood iconostasis to catch fire. We therefore ask 
parishioners to place lighted candles in the candle stands located in the 
Narthex (church entrance).     
              
This being the case, it does provide the opportunity to donate towards the 

purchase of two traditional candle holders that can be placed in front of the iconostasis, one on the right 
and one on the left. 
If you wish to make a monetary donation towards the candle holders in memory of a loved one(s) 
and/or the health of your family, please contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your 
check to St. George Church, earmarked candle holders. 
 

ST GEORGE CHURCH ICON PROJECT 
 

From the Prayer behind the Ambon for the Divine Liturgy of St. John 

Chrysostom and written in Arabic on the archway above the iconostasis 

“…sanctify those who love the beauty of Thy house.” 

 

Icons are representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of Orthodox  

faith, teaching, and worship. The Orthodox Church uses icons to assist in 

worship. Icons are a ‘window to heaven' and they help us to focus on divine things.  
Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the bare interior walls in the church. This 

project continues beautifying the Church for the glory of God. If you wish to make a monetary 

https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments/ChurchEtiquetteBooklet.pdf


 

 

donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or the health of your family, 

please contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Church, earmarked 

Icon Project Donation. A warm thank you to all who have donated toward the Icon Project. Based on your 

gifts from the heart there will be more icons to come. 

PROJECT FOR THE HOLY RELIC OF ST. RAPHAEL, BISHOP 

OF BROOKLYN (1860-1915) 

Fr. Fadi is overseeing a new project to have an altar placed in the right 

alcove in the church, in front of the icon of Ss. Peter and Paul, which will 

consist of a carved wood stand holding the written icon of St. Raphael of 

Brooklyn by Odisseas Bifsha, and inside of the icon his relic, removed from 

the old antimension, and on each side of the icon stand two candle stands 

so that his relic can be venerated by the faithful. The cost of this project is 

estimated at around $8,000. Your gifts from the heart are graciously appreciated in support of the altar for 

St. Raphael of Brooklyn.  

If you wish to make a monetary donation towards the Holy Relic of St. Raphael Project in memory 

of a loved one(s) and/or the health of your family, please contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please 

address your check to St. George Church, earmarked St. Raphael Altar Project Donation.  

2026 MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE (TITHING) 
TO ST. GEORGE ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 

“Return to Me and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty….Return now in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see 
if I will not open for you the floodgates of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it is overflowing.” – Malachi 3:8-10 
 
We would like to remind you of the importance of giving. Our church relies on your financial support to 
continue to provide the ministries and maintenance of St. George church. 
 
The minimum financial contribution of at least $500.00 pledge per Baptized or Chrismated Orthodox 
person, ages 18 and older is required or $1000 per family (or more from the gift of the heart). You can either 
pay your pledge immediately, or make payments throughout the year, however, the final amount must be 
met by December 31st of each year. The met pledge makes you eligible to vote at the Annual General 
Assembly of Voting Members in January each year. Please make checks payable to St. George Church 
in the donated amounts. In the purpose line indicate Church Pledge. 
 
If you have financial difficulties, please see the priest for available options. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in maintaining the church. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

For Pastoral needs, emergencies, visitation to hospital, homes, and prayer/holy communion 

during the year, contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat directly and not through the Deacon. Fr. Fadi will not visit 

without permission extended to him from the sick person and/or their family.  

Confessions are by appointment with Fr. Fadi Rabbat. PLEASE contact Fr. Fadi TWO days in advance 

to ensure his schedule is free.  

 

Fr. Fadi Rabbat at: 
Cell phone: 973.780.0221 

Email: fadi.rabbat@icloud.com 
 

Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at Cell Phone: (915)309-1511  Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org 
 
 

CHURCH BULLETIN STAFF 

The RT. Rev. Archimandrite Fadi Rabbat, Chief Editor 

Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes, Editor 

Vanessa Salloum, Assistant Editor 

Jameelie Dayoub, Web Site Poster 

 

Please note the weekly church bulletin is always posted on the church web site page at: 
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PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by 

contacting Fr. Fadi Rabbat. We too will add your name to 

the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

ivine Liturgy.  
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2026 Annual General Parish Meeting 

Dear Esteemed Parishioners of St. George, 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

We write to inform you that the 2026 Annual General Parish Meeting is scheduled for 

Sunday, January 18, 2026. Your presence is essential as we gather to deliberate on significant 

matters concerning our Church. We will review financial statements, discuss the proposed 

budget for 2026, elect new members to the Parish Council, and review vital organizational 

reports. 

 

Please note that only parishioners who have fulfilled their financial duties will be eligible to 

receive a ballot at the meeting. To qualify, each member aged 18 and older have tithed or 

working towards tithying with a minimum contribution of $500.00. These contributions must 

be completed by Friday, December 31, 2025. Should you have any inquiries, please feel free 

to contact Dr. Raed Aldouri at (915) 252-8815. 

 

In accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws of St. George Antiochian Orthodox 

Church, the eligibility criteria for voting are as follows: 

 

1. Be at least eighteen (18) years of age and have been a member of the Orthodox Church 

for no less than one year. 

2. Maintain a good canonical standing. 

3. Be Baptized and/ or Chrismated and received as a member of St. George Antiochian 

Orthodox Church, actively practicing the holy orthodox faith and discipline, attending 

services regularly, and partaking of the Holy Sacraments. 

4. Meet the minimum pledged contribution as determined by the Parish Council, ensuring 

that all financial commitments are satisfied. 

 

To be eligible for election to the Parish Council, a candidate must: 

 

1. Be twenty-one years of age or older. 

2. Have been a voting member in good standing of this Parish for at least two years. 

3. Fulfill the canonical requirements of our Faith. 

 

We eagerly anticipate your participation at our Annual General Parish Meeting on Sunday, 



 

 

January 19, 2025. 

May God bless you and your families abundantly, granting you strength to serve His Holy 

Church faithfully and diligently for His glory. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

 

The Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Fr. Fadi Rabbat  

Raed Aldouri, Parish Council President  

The Parish Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Homily for the new Civil Year 2026, by Fr. Fadi Rabbat 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, one God. Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, as we stand on the threshold of a bright new year, we gather as a family of faith. We are 
united in Christ our Lord, the true Light that shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
Today—the very first day of the year 2026, just after Nativity—we celebrate the feast of the Circumcision 
of Christ. We confess and affirm His divine Sonship, that He became man and was circumcised in the 
flesh for our salvation. We also celebrate Saint Basil the Great, whose life and teaching invite us into 
sobriety, generosity, and compassion. And soon we will mark Epiphany—a beautiful moment to reflect on 
Christ’s manifestation to the nations and our call to bear witness to His light wherever we are. 
 
The Church invites us to reflect on new beginnings—not as a mere change of dates, but as an invitation 
from God to renew our lives daily in Him. In this season of grace, may we come before God with 
humility, gratitude, and hopeful expectant hearts, trusting that He longs to pour out His mercy on us and 
guide our steps along His paths of peace. 
 
Let us begin this year with hopeful repentance—not despairing, not guilt-ridden—for repentance is not a 
verdict but a mercy-filled invitation to turn toward the Father’s embrace. Let daily prayer be our durable 
thread binding us to the Beloved—a few minutes of quiet before the Icons, a short Psalm, or a simple note 
of gratitude that can reorient the whole day. Approach the Sacraments with reverent longing: the Eucharist 
unites us to Christ’s Body, Confession restores our freedom, and grace gives us strength to begin again. 
Ask the Lord to deepen in us a hunger for holiness—not as a burden, but as the sweet fragrance of life in 
the Spirit—so that our souls become more receptive to His presence, more patient with one another, and 
braver in living the Gospel. 
 
The Church is more than a gathering of individuals; it is a living Body in which every member matters and 
where we bear one another’s burdens. In our Eastern Orthodox tradition, this is lived out in our liturgical 
life, our shared fasts and feasts, our catechesis, and our care for the vulnerable. May our homes become 
chapels of love—prayers whispered at the dinner table, acts of service to our neighbors, forgiveness given 
and received. Let us practice reconciliation: when we are offended, respond with gentleness; seek 
forgiveness quickly, and repair peace with humility. Support one another in spiritual disciplines: study of 
the Church Fathers, participation in charitable works, and inviting others into the joy of Orthodoxy with 
openness and courage. 
 
In a world often torn by division, we choose to be peacemakers, bearing the fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. This is how a parish 
becomes a beacon: through lived compassion, steadfast faith, and hopeful courage. 
 
The new year is more than a date; it is a summons to steward the gifts God has placed among us. Our 
parish is full of a wonderful variety of talents, languages, cultures, and devotional expressions. As children 
and grandchildren of the One Father, we are called to cultivate unity in diversity. 
 
Let us pray for discernment: What is the Lord asking of our parish this year? Which needs should we meet 
first? Which neighbors in our streets, schools, and workplaces long for mercy and truth? Let’s grow in 
formation—catechesis for children, for adults, and for those drawn to Orthodoxy who need a gentle guide 
to the life of the Church. Nurture hospitality: welcome strangers as Christ Himself. A simple invitation, a 
shared meal, a listening ear can change a life. And let us remember that pastoral care is not only the 



 

 

clergy’s responsibility; it is the joyful work of the entire people, here at St. George Antiochian Orthodox 
Church and beyond. 
 
Our Holy Fathers remind us that love is proven not just in words but in deeds that renew the world. 
 
Our church calendar is a living pedagogy of divine life. The feasts, fasts, and daily Hours teach us how to 
live in God’s time. In fasting, we practice detachment from what diminishes the soul and cultivate a 
hunger for righteousness. We learn to say no to what harms us and yes to what sanctifies. 
 
In feasts, we celebrate the abundance of God’s mercy: His Incarnation, His Resurrection, and the healing 
of our souls through the Holy Spirit. In daily prayer, we touch the mystery of God’s nearness. The heart 
becomes a sanctuary when liturgy spills into everyday hours. 
 
May these holy days deepen our faith, awaken our gratitude, and guide our steps toward holiness in the 
year ahead. 
 
May this year be a season of deeper participation in the Holy Mysteries, a richer appreciation of Sacred 
Tradition, and a more faithful witness to the love of Christ in every corner of our lives. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Homily for the Sunday Before Theophany, 2026, by Fr. Fadi Rabbat 
 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, 
 
This morning, as we gather in the House of God, we stand at a threshold—the Sunday before the great 
Feast of Theophany. 
 
Tomorrow, all of God’s people will sing together: “When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the 
worship of the Trinity was made manifest.” But today, on this Sunday of preparation, we must understand 
what it means to prepare ourselves to witness that wondrous and terrible revelation of God. 
 
Saint Mark, in the opening words of his Gospel, presents us with the beginning of the “good news”—the 
euaggelion, the proclamation that transforms all things. And what is the first act recorded in this Gospel? 
Not a miracle of power. Not a pronouncement of judgment. Rather, we meet John the Baptist, that 
austere and fearless herald who stands in the wilderness and cries out: “Prepare the way of the Lord; make 
his paths straight.” 
 
This is the message we need to hear today. We live in a world that does not call us to prepare. The world 
around us drives us to comfort, to ease, to the satisfaction of our desires without reflection or restraint. 
We are asked to live lives of distraction—constantly grasping at the next innovation, the next achievement, 
the next source of validation. And yet, here stands John the Baptist, the Forerunner of our Lord, calling 
out a message that still echoes across nearly two thousand years: Prepare. Repent. Turn around. Make 
straight what is crooked within you. 
 
John was clothed with camel’s hair and ate locusts and wild honey. He lived an angelic life—stripped of 
worldliness, free from the entanglements that bind so many of us. And from that place of radical freedom, 
he spoke truth. He did not flatter the powerful. He did not tell people what they wanted to hear. He 
mocked the Pharisees and Sadducees, calling them a brood of vipers. He commanded the rich to share 
with the poor, and soldiers to cease their abuse of authority. He lost his head for criticizing the immorality 
of kings. This is the man whom Christ Himself declared to be the greatest of all those born of woman. 
 
What was John’s message? Repentance—metanoia—a turning around, a change of mind, a complete 
reorientation of the direction of one’s life. He preached a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. And the people came. Not the powerful, not those satisfied with themselves, but those who felt the 
weight of their transgressions. They came from all the country of Judea, from Jerusalem itself, and 
confessed their sins in the Jordan River. 
 
Why did they come? Because deep in the human heart, there is a knowledge—often buried beneath layers 
of self-deception and pride—that we are not as we should be. We have wandered from our true home. We 
have exchanged the path of righteousness for crooked paths of our own making.  
 
The great psychiatrist Carl Jung once said that neurosis is always the punishment of those who have not 
suffered enough. But the Gospel does not ask us to suffer meaninglessly. Rather, it calls us to acknowledge 
our condition honestly, to grieve over it, and to turn back toward the One who alone can heal us. 
 
The Apostle Paul, in today’s Epistle, speaks to his spiritual son Timothy with urgency: “Be watchful in all 
things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” 



 

 

 
St. Paul is not speaking from comfort. He is approaching the end of his life, and he describes himself as 
being “poured out as a drink offering.” Yet listen to his confidence: “I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith.” There is laid up for him a crown of righteousness. 
 
This is the perspective of one who has lived with intentionality. Who has not merely drifted through life, 
but who has engaged in a spiritual combat—not against flesh and blood, but against the powers of 
darkness, against the deceits of the world and the desires of the false self. And at the end, there is victory. 
Not worldly triumph, but the unfading crown of righteousness. 
 
Beloved in Christ, the question before us this day is this: Are we living our lives with the watchfulness St. 
Paul commands? Are we enduring the afflictions that come to us, or are we constantly seeking escape? Are 
we doing the work we have been given to do, or are we distracted by ten thousand lesser concerns? 
 
St. John the Baptist calls us to preparation. The Apostle Paul calls us to watchfulness and perseverance. 
And our Lord Jesus Christ awaits us at the Jordan—not to condemn us, but to reveal Himself as the 
beloved Son of God, and to invite us into participation in His divine life. 
 
Consider for a moment what it means that Christ accepted baptism at the hands of John. Christ had no 
sins to confess. He needed no forgiveness. Yet He stood in the waters of the Jordan. Why? Because He 
came to stand in solidarity with us, with sinners. He came to show us that the path of repentance is not 
beneath Him, but is the royal path that leads to His Kingdom. In His humility, He teaches us humility. In 
His willingness to be identified with sinners, He opens the way for all of us to be identified with Him. 
 
The Great theologian St. Gregory of Nyssa wrote of the Theophany: “The Lord is baptized, not because 
He needed purification, but to sanctify the waters themselves and to open for all mankind the gate that 
was shut because of sin.” When Christ enters the Jordan, all creation is changed. The waters that carry 
death are transformed into bearers of life. The flesh is sanctified. Matter itself is declared to be capable of 
bearing divine grace. 
This is the great mystery we prepare to celebrate. And we prepare not as spectators at a distant event, but 
as participants in a reality that touches our own lives here and now. 
For if Christ’s descent into the waters sanctified them, then the waters of our own baptism—whether it be 
years ago or to come—sanctify us. 
 
We who have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. We have died with Him and been raised with 
Him. The old self, with its deceptions and false paths, has been drowned. We have been lifted up to 
newness of life. 
 
Yet here is the paradox: we celebrate our baptism once, in a moment of time, but we must repent 
continually, day after day, throughout our lives. 
Repentance is not a one-time event. It is the very fabric of spiritual life. It is the constant return of a 
wandering heart to its home in God. 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the Theophany, then, let us not merely commemorate an event that happened 
two thousand years ago. Rather, let us allow that event to penetrate our hearts and transform us. Let us 
heed the call of John the Baptist. Let us examine ourselves with honesty and without self-deception. Let us 
see the crookedness within us—our pride, our self-centeredness, our attachments to things that pass away, 
our fears that prevent us from trusting God. 



 

 

And then, let us do what the Gospel calls us to do. Let us confess our sins—not merely in a general way, 
but specifically and concretely, holding nothing back from shame or fear. Let us receive the absolution and 
forgiveness that God so readily offers to those who turn toward Him with contrite hearts. Let us recommit 
ourselves to the way of Christ, knowing that He walks beside us, that His grace sustains us, and that in the 
end, victory is assured to those who persevere in faith. 
 
In the waters of the Jordan, Christ will show Himself as God. The voice of the Father will thunder from 
heaven. The Holy Spirit will descend in the form of a dove. The Trinity will be revealed in all its glory. But 
this revelation is not merely for our wonder and admiration. It is a revelation that demands a response 
from us. 
 
As the great liturgist and theologian Nikolai Velimirovic wrote: “Theophany is God’s appearance in our 
hearts.” 
 
Let us prepare our hearts, then. Let us make straight the crooked paths within us. Let us watch, as the 
Apostle commands, in all things. And when we stand at the waters of the Jordan with Christ and hear the 
voice of the Father declaring Him to be the Beloved Son, let us understand that in that moment, He is 
claiming us also as His own beloved children. 
 
To Christ our God, who has revealed Himself and enlightened the world, let us offer our worship, our 
repentance, and our unfailing love. For He alone is worthy. He alone can satisfy the deepest longings of 
the human heart. And He alone can transform us from death to life, from falsehood to truth, from exile to 
homecoming. 
 
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever! 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 


	Prosforo (Qurban in Arabic) is the offering bread that the faithful bring for Divine Liturgy. The Prosforo is made by Orthodox Christians at home. If you wish to make the Prosforo, the attached video provides instructions. The recipe and ingredients a...

