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Fourth Sunday of Pascha
Sunday of the Paralytic
Venerable Pachomios the Great of Egypt; Achilles, bishop of Larisa;
Martyr Barbaros the myrrh-streaming of Corfu
English: Christ is Risen! Indeed (Truly), He is Risen!
Arabic: Al Maseeh Qam! Haqan Qam!
Armenian: Kristos haryav ee merelotz! Orhnial eh harootyunuh kristosee!
Coptic: Pchristos aftooun! Alethos aftooun!
Ethiopian: Christos t’ensah em’ muhtan! Exai’ ab-her eokala!
Georgian: Kriste aghsdga! Cheshmaritad aghsdga!
Greek: Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!
French: Le Christ est Resucitée! Vraiment est Resucitée!
Russian: Kristos Voskresey! Voyistino Voskresey!
Spanish: Cristo ha resucitado! En verdad ha resucitado!
Ukrainian: Khristos voskres! Voistinu voskres!

Tone 3

Eothinon 5

Saturday Vespers Service: CANCELLED
Sunday Service: Matins (Orthros) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by Divine Liturgy
Sunday Epistle Reader:

Maria Panagakis Borschow

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He
hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from
the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.

“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26)
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APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George;
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul.
THE KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of Hades,
and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto
Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.
THE EPISTLE
O chant unto our God, chant ye. Clap your hands, all ye nations.
The Reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. (9:32-42)
In those days, as Peter went throughout all regions, he came down also to the saints who dwelt at
Lydda. There he found a certain man named Aeneas, who was bedridden for eight years and paralyzed. And
Peter said to him: “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; arise and make your bed.” And immediately he arose.
And all who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned back to the Lord. Now there was at Joppa
a certain disciple named Tabitha (which means Gazelle). She was full of good works and of charitable deeds
which she did. And it came to pass in those days that she fell sick and died; and when they had washed her,
they placed her in an upper chamber. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there,
sent two men to him entreating him: “Come to us without delay!” So Peter arose and went with them. And
when he arrived, they took him into the upper chamber. All the widows stood by him weeping, showing the
tunics and other garments which Tabitha made while she was with them. But Peter put them all outside and
knelt down and prayed; then turning to the body, he said: “Tabitha, arise!” And she opened her eyes, and
when she saw Peter, she sat up. And he gave her his hand, and raised her up. Then he called the saints and
widows and presented her alive. And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.
THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (5:1-15)
At that time, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew
called Bethesda, which has five porticoes. In these lay a multitude of invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting
for the moving of the water. For an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool and
troubled the water; whoever stepped in first, after the troubling of the water was healed of whatever disease
he had. One man was there, who had been ill for 38 years. When Jesus saw him and knew that he had been
lying there a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I
have no man to put me into the pool when the water is troubled, and while I am going another steps down
before me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your pallet, and walk.” And at once the man was healed, and
he took up his pallet and walked. Now that day was the Sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who was cured,
“It is the Sabbath, it is not lawful for you to carry your pallet.” But he answered them, “The man who healed
me said to me, ‘Take up your pallet, and walk.’” They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take
up your pallet, and walk’?” Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had
withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. Afterward, Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him,

“See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse befalls you.” The man went away and told the Jews that
it was Jesus Who had healed him.
THE SYNAXARION
On May 15 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our Venerable Father Pachomios the Great
of Egypt; Achilles, bishop of Larisa; and Martyr Barbaros the myrrh-streaming of Corfu.
On this day, the fourth Sunday of Pascha, we commemorate the Paralytic and, as is right, we celebrate
the miracle wrought for him.
Verses
The word of Christ was strength for the paralytic;
So that this word alone was the man’s full healing.
Jesus healed the Paralytic at the Sheep’s Pool, located near the Sheep’s Gate of Jerusalem, where people
sacrificed their beasts and washed their insides. The pool had five sides, with a porch and arch on each. A
number of people, afflicted with various diseases, passed through them, waiting at the water for an angel to
come down and stir it. Once it moved, whoever stepped into the water first was instantly healed. One poor
man, whose story is recounted in today’s Gospel lection in the Divine Liturgy, waited 38 years for someone
to lower him into the water, because he was unable to move into the water himself. However, the Savior
merely commanded the man to get up and walk, and he was healed.
In Thine infinite mercy, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

FR. FADI ON BUSINESS TRAVEL
With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH, Fr. Fadi will be out-of-town at the
Antiochian Village attending to business of the Antiochian House of Studies. As the Academic
Dean of AHOS and faculty, he will be giving the course: Canonical Tradition of the Eastern
Church, in association to the Doctorate in Ministry Program, which is between the Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary and the Antiochian House of Studies. He will be away from Sunday, May 8,
2022, to Saturday, May 14, 2022. He will service Divine Liturgy on Sunday, May 15, 2022.

Please note for Orthros, please turn to page 44 in the Red Service Book, and to
page 91 to follow along with the Divine Liturgy.

HOLY BREAD ON SUNDAY IS OFFERED BY:
Deanna Nasser in honor of all the wonderful Mothers in her life - Surella “Sudie”
Nasser, Kathy Nasser, Andrea Nasser, Laila Ferris, Jackie Ferris, and all her
mother’s sisters and all her cousins who are Mothers, Grandmothers and
Great-grandmothers as well as all her fellow Godmothers. Also, for the health of
Sudie Nasser, Dale Nasser Jr. and family, Daniel Nasser and family, Deanna
Nasser, Paul and Laila Ferris and family, PJ and Jackie Ferris and family, Lauren
and Josh Cass and family and all our relatives and loved ones.

For the health of Ibrahim, Layla, Aida and Nassim Salloum, and, Maher, Jeanette, and Eliana Aldeghlawi.
Dalal Young for the 6 Month Memorial Service of her husband David Young and her sister Layla Aboud,
as well as for her health and for Adan, Grace, Evan, and Ethan Garcia.
DONATIONS
Anonymous: Food for the Hungry
Faris Tadros: Baptism of their daughter Mila Maria Tadros
Maha & Maha Salloum: For the Mother’s Day Roses
St. Photini Coptic Orthodox Church

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Students should report to Sunday School at 9:25 A.M. to be with Fr Fadi for the opening prayers.
STUDENT ATTENDANCE ROSTER FOR SUNDAY, May 8, 2022 – 19 students
Pre-School (ages 3 and 4 years old) Doris Shaheen
Georgia Comerci, Amara Gipson & Knight Joudi
Grades Kinder/1st
Jehan Al-Hanna
Georgios Alyoussef, Andi Comerci, Chris Gipson, Kingston Joudi
& Christina Sarah
Grades 2/3
Allen Borschow
Larrissa Alyoussef, Dani Comerci & Caleb Crawford
Grades 4/5
Patricia Borschow
Majd Al Dayoub, Melaina Horton & Oaklee Ladson
Grades 6/7
Geoffrey Borschow
Elias Al Dayoub & Annabelle Horton
Grades 8-12
Jameelie Dayoub
Andrew Crawford, Christina Crawford & Sami Odeh
Sunday School Director
Laila Ferris
Special Projects
Jaclyn Ferris
Staff Assistant
James Shaheen, Sr.

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR AFTER CHURCH
Please join us after church in the small conference room in the Summit Hall.

If you or a group wish to sponsor a Coffee House, please notify Rev. Dcn. Michael by sending him an email
the Monday prior to the event so he can post it in that week’s church bulletin. His email address is:
deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org
Questions pertaining to the Coffee Hour can be directed to the Parish Council President, Dr. Raed Aldouri,
ST. GEORGE STEWARDSHIP PROJECT CONTINUES

We have arrived at Week #18 of the Stewardship Project at St. George Church. For the next 35 weeks,
the Stewardship Project will reach out to you and your families bringing you special inserts in the weekly
Church Bulletin. Refer to the last page of the church bulletin.

MEET YOUR 2022 PARISH COUNCIL
This is the final article that introduces the members of the Parish Council at St. George who are all hardworking people representing all the members of St. George to create goals, work towards achieving
harmony in the Parish, keep things running smoothly behind the scenes and take responsibility for the dayto-day functioning of this facility. Especially for the newer members of St. George, these articles have
hopefully helped everybody recognize the Council members and the duties they perform. Please see the
bulletin attachment.

FEAST IN THE MIDDLE EAST MEETING
Dear Parishioners, a meeting is scheduled on Sunday, May 29, immediately following Liturgy, to
discuss the future of the Annual Feast of the Middle East event. All are encouraged to attend this
very important meeting and give your input. The meeting will be held in the small conference
room in the Summit Hall. Please mark your calendars.

ICON PROJECT
Icons are representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of Orthodox faith, teaching, and
worship. Icons are not drawings but rather writings of things not of this world. Icons can represent our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints. They can also represent the Holy Trinity, Angels, the
Heavenly hosts, and even events.
The Orthodox Church uses icons to assist in worship. Icons are a 'window to heaven' and they help us to
focus on the divine things. Icons teach us not to reject our physical life but instead to transform it, as was
done by the holy people represented by the icons. It is important to note that the icons themselves are
venerated only, not worshipped; we only worship God in the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).
Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls that are bare in the
church. This project is to continue beautifying the Church for the glory of God. If you wish to make a
monetary donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or your family, please
contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
and write Icon Project Donation in the purpose line.
A warm thank you to all who have donated towards the Icon Project. May God grant you many years of
good health.
THE BELL TOWER FOUNDATION
The Bell Tower foundation is just about complete. We will keep you posted when the bell is to be installed
in the tower for the final blessing.

Its sill not too late to register for the DOWAMA PLC in Wichita in June. PLEASE visit the PLC’s video
promo at youtube.com/watch?v=Jf0p-itUg4c, as well as the master web address for the PLC at
antiochianevents.com/wichita where you may access the Parish Life Conference schedule, purchase an
ad in the Souvenir Journal, make hotel reservations, and register for the Conference and its various events.
The master web site also provides a listing of the deadline dates for each facet of your PLC preparations.

.
We encourage those who have tested positive for COVID-19 and not yet received a negative test result,
those who have symptoms as listed by the CDC, and those who have been in contact with anyone who has
symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19 to stay home and watch services remotely.
ONLINE LITURGICAL GUIDE FOR THE WEEKEND OF MAY 14 - 15, 2022
VESPERS: CANCELLED
SUNDAY ORTHROS: Sunday Orthros (windows.net)
SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGY: Divine Liturgy Variables (windows.net)
LITURGICAL RESOURCE: https://www.antiochian.org/liturgicday/2967
CHURCH ETIQUETTE
The attached web site is guide for how to show proper respect and reference in church. This guide
is also meant for personal reflection, not as a means of judging others. Keep in mind that there are
different traditions even among the Orthodox faithful. We come to church to pray and worship God
above all else, and that should be our only focus.
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/websiteattachments/ChurchEtiquetteBook
let.pdf
CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements for the weekly Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn. Michael
at ,with a copy emailed to Fr. Fadi for his approval at fadi.rabbat@icloud.com . The Church Bulletin
is usually sent out by Wednesday.
CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION
Just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file in the church’s Breeze System, we will
email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the Church Bulletin to save

on postage and copying cost. I will continue to mail the Church Bulletin to those who have contacted me.
Thank you for your cooperation.
HOLY BREAD OFFERING
If you plan to offer Holy Bread on Sunday for your health and your loved ones, please indicate your
offering on the sign-up board located in the Narthex of the church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by the prior
Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it placed in the week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael
will contact you to make the necessary arrangements for the Holy Bread.
MEMORIAL SERVICES ON SUNDAYS
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread for a Memorial Service of a departed loved one, please email Rev. Dcn.
Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it placed in the week’s Church
Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the arrangements for the Holy Bread.
Please note that a traditional Memorial Wheat dish (boiled wheat) named Sliha in Syria and Kolyva in
Greece is distributed to the parishioners as part of the 40 days Memorial Service. It symbolizes everlasting
life and is based on scripture, which reads: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into
the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” (JN 12:24 ) The 40-day
memorial mark is significant because it represents when Jesus rose from the dead and ascended
into heaven to sit on the right hand of his Father. Let Rev. Dcn. Michael know if you’ll want
arrangements made for the Memorial Wheat.
Memorial Services occur on the 9 days, 40 days, 6 months, 1 year, and every year on the burial anniversary,
and Saturday of the Souls set aside throughout the Church Year.
Memorial Services are not held:
1. From the Saturday of Lazarus to and including St. Thomas Sunday.
2. Any Great Feast of our Lord: Christmas, Epiphany, Pascha, Transfiguration, etc.
3. Any Great Feast of the Theotokos: Annunciation, Dormition, etc.
It is a pious custom among some to give the priest a gift of love donation for the Memorial Service.
NAMES TO BE REMEMBERED DURING DIVINE LITURGY
If you want names of the living and/or departed remembered at Sunday morning’s Proskomedie and the
Great Entrance during Divine Liturgy, PLEASE email the names to Rev. Dcn. Michael by Saturday
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org . Names will not be accepted on Sunday.

DOME LIGHTING
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the church to
see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request to schedule a
'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by the prior Monday at deacon@stgeorgeelpaso.org to have it placed in the week's Church Bulletin. Also indicate when the dome is to be lit. There
is a minimum donation of $50 per lighting. Please address the check to St. George Antiochian Church.
You can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the church’s mailbox, located in the office
entrance.
RECOMMENDED READING ON THE ORTHODOX CHURCH

The following is a handbook designed for use by those desiring to embrace Eastern Orthodoxy.
Introducing the Orthodox Church its Faith and Life by Anthony M. Coniaris, 23rd printing
Study Guide for Introducing the Orthodox Church by Anthony Coniaris and Ketty Kizilos
ONLINE ORTHODOX STORES
Below are some online stores that have a large selection of traditional Orthodox religious items and
books on the Eastern Orthodox faith.
Ancient Faith Store:

https://store.ancientfaith.com/

Holy Trinity Store:

https://www.holytrinitystore.com/

Monastery Icons:

https://www.MonasteryIcons.com/

Eight Day Books:

https://www.eighthdaybooks.com/

PRAYER FOR THE SICK
Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by
contacting Fr. Fadi Rabbat. We too will add your name to
the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy.

ivine
Liturgy. INFORMATION
CONTACT
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at:
Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221
Email: fadi.rabbat@icloud.com
Or
Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at:
Cell Phone: (915)309-1511
Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org
Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the
visits or in case of any emergency at any time at 973.780.0221.
Confessions: By appointment with Fr. Fadi Rabbat.

“Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.
They are a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck.”
(Proverbs 1:8-9)
Sunday, May 8, 2022
Christ is Risen! Indeed, He is Risen!
Dear St. George Mothers and Grandmothers,
Today is Mother's Day. Today is one of the most beautiful days of the year. Let us
consider:
“Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her:”
(Proverbs 31:28)
Motherhood is a high calling. What relationship can ever replace the love of a mother? It
is essential for women to realize that the love, guidance and influence they provide to
their children are distinct and invaluable.
All mothers who wish to be true to their high calling need only look to the woman who
became the greatest mother of all. Born into humble surroundings, God called her to be
the mother of the Son of God. She affirmed her obedience to the call of God and lived out
her vocation throughout her entire life. Mary, the mother of Jesus, our blessed and
glorious Lady Theotokos, is the true model of motherhood.
As we honor our mothers on this yearly celebration of motherhood, we also need to
consider the essential duties of husbands and children. Through loving obedience and the
living out of the virtue of charity, children become a joy and not a burden to their mothers,
and the children in turn learn to emulate these same virtues.
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and
mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise— “so that it may go well with
you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” (Eph. 6:1-3)

To be a true mother today is certainly challenging indeed. However, our yearly celebration
of Mother's Day should motivate all mothers to understand the importance of their call by
God to motherhood.
To our mothers that your daily sacrifices be always recognized, appreciated, and honored
by your family.
May the Lord our God bless you with His loving care and continue to be the source of
commitment, loyalty, and trust in everything you do for the welfare of your family and
the glory of His name. May He arm you with good health.
That our blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, the mother of our
Lord, will always bless the mothers with grace and with the blessing of her Son, to look
upon us and all mothers with love, mercy, compassion, and to blanket us with her
motherly care.
We too remember our mothers departed this life before us, who here and in all the world
lie asleep in the Lord. May their memory be eternal!
May God bless you all and your families on this Mother’s Day.
In Christ,
The RT. Rev. Archimandrite Fr. Fadi Rabbat
“She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. She watches over
the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. tempted, he will
also provide a way out so that you can endure it.” (Proverbs 31:26-27)

Welcome to Week #18 of the Stewardship Project at St. George which continues for the next 35 weeks, with messages
to beckon us to contemplate the bounty of our Lord; that we may reflect that appreciation through lives of generosity
and sharing.
Week #18 –St. Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book IV, Chapter XVII, para. 2-3 “And the class of oblations among
the Jews and oblations in the church; what has changed is those who offer, for the offer is now made not by slaves, but by free people.”
There seems to be a misunderstanding among Orthodox that we have no well-defined standard for giving;
that each of us free to deal with God “one-on-one”. This individualistic thinking is very much a Protestant
approach. It is not Orthodox in substance nor in expression. For four thousand years the people of God
have known the standard for giving. Holy Tradition tells us: beginning with Abraham (Genesis 14: 18-20,
about 2000 BC) and continuing till now there actually is a giving standard which is quite clear. Of dozens
of passages in Holy Scripture on this point, here are just two:
•
•

“You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of you! Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that
there may be food in My house, and test Me in this,’ says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven
and pour out for you a blessing until there is no more need.” says the Lord of hosts. (Malachi dates from about 432 B.C.).
Matthew 23:23. Jesus said, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise
and cumin and have neglected weightier matters of the law: justice, and mercy and faith (which) you ought to have
done not leaving the others undone.”

Today, the “storehouse” of the people of God is the “general operating fund” of the Parish regardless of whether: (a)
we like the priest; (b) we think the parish council has its collective head in the sand; or (c) we agree with the views of the
bishop on international affairs. A tithe is 10% of everything God gives by way of income over a period of time, usually
a year. Perhaps some wonder if God ‘s requirement continues to require the “tithe”. The answer is clear,
“Yes!” Fr. Richard Ballew in his booklet ‘Tithing’ by (Conciliar Press) presents three supporting illustrations:
WIn the 2nd century (101AD-200AD), Saint Irenaeus wrote that Christ was referring to the tithe when He instructed His
disciples, ‘The workman is worthy of his food’ (Matthew10:10)
WSt.Irenaeus refuted those who said “the law of liberty” in Christ” freed them from giving a tithe to the Church: “And the
class of oblations in general has not been abandoned for there were both oblations among the Jews and oblations in the
Church, but what is changed is those who offer, for the offering is now made not by slaves, but by free people. (Against
Heresies, Book IV, Chapter XVII, 2-3).
WAfter discussing the God’s requirements and especially of the Jews in the Old Testament, the fifth century theologian,
Saint John Chrysostom makes this comment on Ephesians 2:10: For what did not they of old do? They gave tithes, and
tithes again for orphans, widows, and strangers; whereas someone was saying to me in astonishment of another person,
‘Why, such an one gives tithes. Malachi reports the Lord saying that those who do not pay ‘tithes and offerings’ rob
Him…’ God expects both tithes and offerings from us. And the Church recognizes both as essential to the life of the
Church. There’s much more to Orthodox giving than “tithes.
Difference Between Tithes and Offerings?
1.- ‘Tithes’ go directly to the ‘storehouse’ of the Parish (the general operating fund to pay salaries and bills). The ‘tithe’ is
a calculation based on blessings from God, is proportional and mandated by God.
2.- ‘Offerings’, also mandated, go to specific needs we are moved to address with gifts. Examples of ‘offerings’ include
the Icon Fund, gifts to the Mother Church. the Bishop Basil Endowment and Memorials.
3.- ‘Tithing’ is based on a calculation from income.

4- ‘Offerings’ are variable and depend upon the needs God shows us and the resources He has given us.
5.-The ‘tithe’ is 10% of all income over a period, usually a year, calculated by moving the decimal point in the income
figure; moving it one place to the left. ‘Offerings’ are our individual response to opportunities for giving that God
reveals to us. Offerings are nonproportional, personal, related to the need involved and tied to our individual resources.
Whatever a household’s income, exactly 10% should go as a tithe to God every year. From your most recent 1040 form,
take the number on the very bottom line of page one, (line 15) and move the decimal point one place to the left. That’s
your ‘tithe’. As income increases or shrinks, the ‘tithe’ also increases or shrinks. God knows what He is giving you!
6.- The giving of “tithes and offerings” is grounded in Holy Tradition -- a clear, God-given standard. Malachi 3:10-11)
As free people, we do have a choice— we may choose to obey, or not.
In the epic ‘Sermon on the Mount’ recorded in Matthew 5,6 and 7, our Lord Jesus Christ classified giving as a Spiritual
Virtue and placed giving ahead of prayer and fasting. It is not Christ, but we, the closed-hearted, the impenitent, the
avaricious, we ourselves who make the topic of giving something carnal. And givers are promised certain results.
Matthew 25:31-46 is a clarion call by Christ about His coming Judgment and its relationship to our giving.
Charity will be the criteria for the destination of those being judged. The sheep who go to the right and eternal life are
those who gave selflessly to the ‘least of these’. The goats, who are headed to everlasting punishment are those who
failed to ease the plight of those in need.
Thus, Holy Tradition teaches clear benefits come to us when our giving is
prompted by the right motives! God’s blessings in response to such giving is simply a fact of life and there
is nothing wrong with sharing our good fortune as encouragement to one another.
Anyone struggling to accept tithing as God’s will may also be timid about getting started and “scared to
(financial) death!” To ease this ‘anxiety’ the Church suggests achieving the tithe over several years, moving
forward with a plan: this year 2%; next year 4%; followed by 6%; then 8% and, in the fifth year, 10% —
God’s tithe is reached! As you move toward achieving the tithe — and after you arrive — you will realize
that God’s promise of blessings is true for you and your household.
Note: The above excerpt is from the article “Tithes and Offerings” by John W. Truslow, Jr., of Ft. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Parish in
Atlanta, first published in the Word magazine, a publication of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese in North America in
December 2002
•

What does this message from God require from me, His loyal and obedient servant?
•
” What must I change in my life to be able to follow this teaching”?

“It is well to give when asked, but it is better to give unasked, through
understanding.”
from “The Prophet” by Kahlil Gibran; Chapter 5 – ‘On Giving’

