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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2021
Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross
Leave-taking of the Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos
Hieromartyrs Autonomos of Italy and Coronatos of Iconium; Venerable Daniel of Thasios
Tone 3
Eothinon 1
Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM (also available via Live-Streamed)
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed immediately by the Divine Liturgy (also
available via Live-Streamed)
Sunday Epistle Reader: Choir
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He
hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from
the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
Thy nativity, O Theotokos, hath proclaimed joy to the whole universe; for from thee did shine forth the Sun
of justice, Christ our God, annulling the curse, and bestowing the blessing, abolishing death and granting us
life everlasting.
APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE FOUR
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a healing
physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the victory-clad George;
intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our soul.
KONTAKION OF THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness; and
Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved
from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth
our life.
“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26)
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross)
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.
Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O my God.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (6:11-18)
Brethren, see how large a letter I have written to you with my own hand. As many as desire to make
a fair show in the flesh, they compel you to be circumcised, only that they may not be persecuted for the
Cross of Christ. For not even those who are circumcised do themselves keep the Law; but they desire to
have you circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh. But God forbid that I should boast, except in the
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ
Jesus, neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as many as
walk according to this rule, peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. Henceforth, let no
one trouble me; for I bear in my body the brand-marks of the Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.
THE GOSPEL
(For the Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (3:13-17)
The Lord said, “No one has ascended into heaven but He who descended from heaven, the Son of
man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent His Son into the
world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.”
THE SYNAXARION
On September 12 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we take leave of the celebration of the Nativity
of the Most-holy Theotokos, and we commemorate the precious staves and contest of the holy
Hieromartyr Autonomos, bishop from Italy, who was slain in Bithynia.
Verses
As a sacrifice set upon Thine altar, O Savior, is Autonomos Thy sacrificer, slain by stoning.
On the twelfth Autonomos was beaten to death with staves (sticks) and stones.
In Soreoi, Autonomos brought many to the Christian faith and built them a church dedicated
to the Archangel Michael. Not far away was a place called Limnae, entirely inhabited by pagans.
Autonomos went to this place and quickly brought many of them to the light by the Gospel of
Christ. This roused the other pagans, and they hurried to Archangel Michael Church and, during
divine service, slew Autonomos on the altar, killing also many other Christians in the church.
Two hundred years after his death, Autonomos appeared to a soldier called John. This soldier
dug up the saint’s relics and found them to be completely uncorrupt, and many of the sick
received healing from them.
On this day, we also commemorate the Hieromartyr Coronatos of Iconium; and
Venerable Daniel of Thasios. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy
upon us. Amen.

After the Gospel Reading, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service Book to follow
along with the rest of the Divine Liturgy.

HOLY BREAD ON SUNDAY IS OFFERED BY:
Deanna Nasser for the health of Sudie Nasser and in loving memory of Dale
Nasser, Sr. on the occasion of their 63rd wedding anniversary and for the health
of Dale Nasser Jr. and family, Daniel Nasser and family, Paul and Laila Ferris and
family, PJ and Jackie Ferris and family, Lauren and Josh Cass and family and all
our relatives and loved ones.

LITURGICAL SERVICE FOR MAJOR FEAST IN SEPTEMBER – SAVE THESE
DATES
The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross.
On September 14 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Elevation (Exaltation)
of the Honored and Life-giving Cross. On this day, we commemorate two events connected
with the Precious Cross of Christ: the finding of the Cross on Golgotha, and the returning of
the Cross to Jerusalem from Persia. While in the Holy Land, the Empress Helena learned that
the Holy Cross was buried underneath the temple of the pagan goddess Venus built on
Golgotha. She demanded it be torn down and the Cross be excavated. The search turned up
three crosses. Uncertain which was the true Cross, the Patriarch Marcarius ordered that each
cross be placed on the corpse in a funeral procession passing by. The first two produced nothing,
but the third brought the man back to life, thus determining that this was the very Cross on
which our Savior brought life to the world. Later, King Chozroes conquered Jerusalem, took
the people into slavery and carried off the Lord’s Cross to Persia. In 628, the Greek Emperor
Heraclius defeated Chozroes, and brought the Cross back to Jerusalem with great ceremony.
Heraclius was carrying the Cross on his back when, suddenly, he froze. The Patriarch Zacharias
saw an angel directing the emperor to take off his robes and walk with the same extreme humility
with which our Savior bore His Cross. The emperor complied, and was able to finish the
procession to the Church of the Resurrection on Golgotha, where he restored the Holy Cross.
St. George Church will commemorate the feast on Monday, September 13 at 6:30 P.M.
with Orthros (Matins) followed with Divine Liturgy.
DONATIONS
James & Mary Donaldson: In memory of Gilbert Malooly Sr.
Christie Elias Hogenson: In loving memory of Gilbert Malooly Sr. May God rest his soul. Many blessings
to the whole Malooly family.
Barbara Shapiro: In memory of Gilbert Malooly Sr. with our deepest sympathy to the Malooly family.
Ken & Marilyn Drahan: In memory of Gilbert Malooly Sr.

Gerald & Stanlee Rubin: In memory of Gilbert Malooly Sr.
Susan & Gregory Daw: In memory of Gilbert Malooly Sr.
Yani & Susana Payides: In memory of Gilbert Malooly Sr.
Yani & Susana Payides: For the good health of Blanca Anaipakos and Rev. Deacon Michael Sifuentes
THANK YOU
A warm thank you to all who donated the delicious fruit for refreshments on Sunday, August 29, and
those who gave for Fr. Fadi’s cake. Also, a warm thank you for the donation of donuts on Sunday,
September 5. God grant you many years.
NO SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR
For the protection of our parishioners during the COVID pandemic, the Coffee Hour on Sundays has been
put on hold. The Parish Council will continue to monitor the physical and local pandemic situation.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11th will mark the Twentieth Anniversary of the terrorist attacks on our nation which
took the lives of nearly 3,000 people. Let us remember in our prayers those who were affected by this tragedy
and those who lost their lives.

ICON PROJECT
Icons are representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of Orthodox faith, teaching, and
worship. Icons are not drawings but rather writings of things not of this world. Icons can represent our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints. They can also represent the Holy Trinity, Angels, the
Heavenly hosts, and even events.
The Orthodox Church uses icons to assist in worship. Icons are a 'window to heaven' and they help us to
focus on the divine things. Icons teach us not to reject our physical life but instead to transform it, as was
done by the holy people represented by the icons. It is important to note that the icons themselves are
venerated only, not worshipped; we only worship God in the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).
Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls that are bare in the
church. This project is to continue beautifying the Church for the glory of God. If you wish to make a
monetary donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a loved one(s) and/or your family, please
contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address your check to St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
and write Icon Project Donation in the purpose line. Thank you.

A warm thank you to all who have donated towards the Icon Project. May God grant you many years of good
health.

The Archdiocese lifted all requirements to wear masks and social distance in our churches in the United
States of America and that those who choose to continue wearing masks in the church should not be
discouraged IN ANY WAY from doing so. Therefore, we want to make it clear that it is no longer
mandatory for those attending any service at St. George to wear a mask, and that we have opened up all of
the pews in the church which had previously been roped off to facilitate social distancing. However, due the
freedom given to the local parishes to take the decision in accordance with the physical and local situation
and due the age and health issues of the majority of our parishioners we encourage, for the moment,

our beloved Parishioners to continue keeping the mask.
We still encourage those who have tested positive for COVID-19 and not yet received a negative test result,
those who have symptoms as listed by the CDC, and those who have been in contact with anyone who has
symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19 to stay home and watch services remotely.
This has been a trying year for us all, but we are full of joy in receiving the notification lifting all requirements
to wear masks and social distance from now on by the Archdiocese. Please join us every Sunday to celebrate
the Divine Liturgy in your beloved St. George!
CHURCH ETIQUETTE OR SOME THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW WHILE IN CHURCH
Dear parishioners, friends, and visitors, we wish to share with you some church etiquette that you might not
be aware of when in church. Thought it be of importance for you to know.
Church Etiquette or Some Things You Should Know While in Church (Fr. David Barr) | Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese

HOW TO ACCESS LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES
We will continue to live stream worship services during the on-going COVID-related crisis. It is quite easy
to ‘come into’ the service, and you do not need to be a member of any social media platform to worship
from home.
Step 1- Access the Church’s website www.stgeorge-elpaso.org
Step 2 – Once on the ‘home page’, scroll all the way to the bottom. Look for this logo:
Step 3 – Click on the logo. IT IS NOT NECESSARY to be a member of ‘Facebook’ to use this connection.
Step 4- Clicking on this logo opens a media page exclusive to St. George. When you scroll down the page
you will see all sorts of video events from festivals to Divine Liturgy. To locate the live Sunday service being
streamed, look for the still picture of the Solea and Iconostasis at the front of the altar. This is found at the
top right of the page.
Step 5. As you move your cursor around on that still picture, various controls become visible: Those control
volumes, move the video backwards and forward, and expand the picture to fill the whole screen. Saturday

Vesper services still start at 5:00 P.M. Sunday services still start with Orthros at 9:15 A.M., and Divine Liturgy
follows at 10:30 A.M. Live stream will also apply to Liturgy services scheduled during the week.
THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
If you do not have a Service Book at home, please click the web site below and follow the Divine Liturgy of
St. John Chrysostom. For the feast hymns, Gospel and Epistle of the day, you will need to refer to the
Liturgical Resources for the specific month.
http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School will resume on Sunday, September 19th. PLEASE REFER to the two email attachments
pertaining to the Sunday School Registration Form and the Safety Protocols (COVID) for our parents and
students.

ST. GEORGE ADULT GROUP WITH DR. SANDRA EDWARDS
Due to unforeseen circumstances the Virtual Adult Group WILL NOT MEET until we can physically
meet again. A notice will appear in the church bulletin. PLEASE REFER to the attached flyer.
CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION
Dear parishioners, just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file with the church’s
Breeze System, we will email the Church Bulletin to the email address provided. We will not mail you the
Church Bulletin to save on postage and copying cost. Thank you for your cooperation. I will continue to
mail the Church Bulletin to those who have contacted me. -Rev. Dcn. Michael
CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements for the Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev. Dcn. Michael
at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org ,with a copy emailed to Fr. Fadi for his approval at
fadi.rabbat@icloud.com . The Church Bulletin is usually sent out by Wednesday.
HOLY BREAD OFFERING
If you plan to offer the Holy Bread, please indicate your offering on the sign-up board located in the
Narthex of the church or email Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to have it
placed in the following week’s Church Bulletin. Rev. Dcn. Michael will contact you to make the necessary
arrangements for the Holy Bread. Also let him know if the Holy Bread is being offered for a Memorial
Service of a departed love one.

DOME LIGHTING
Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the dome of the church to
see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome windows at night. Your request to schedule a
'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to Rev. Dcn. Michael by Monday at deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org to
have it placed in the following week's Church Bulletin. Also indicate when the dome is to be lit. There is
a minimum donation of $50 per lighting. Please address the check to St. George Antiochian Church. You
can either mail the check to the church or drop it off in the church’s mailbox.

PRAYER FOR THE SICK
Please let us know if you are ill and/or hospitalized by
contacting Fr. Fadi Rabbat. We too will add your name to
the prayer list for Sunday’s Divine Liturgy.

ivine
Liturgy. INFORMATION
CONTACT
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at:
Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 973-780-0221
Email: fadi.rabbat@icloud.com
Or
Rev. Dcn. Michael Sifuentes at:
Cell Phone: (915)309-1511
Email: deacon@stgeorge-elpaso.org
Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to schedule the
visits or in case of any emergency at any time).
Confessions: By appointment.

