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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2020
ELEVATION (EXALTATION) OF THE HOLY CROSS
(This feast day has been transferred from Monday, September 14th)
Repose of John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople; Venerable Martyr Makarios the New of
Thessalonica; Venerable Martyr Joseph of Dionysiou monastery on Athos

Saturday Vespers Service: 5:00 PM (service is live-streamed ONLY)
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, followed by the Divine Liturgy (this
service is also available on live-streamed)
Epistle: Choir
APOLYTIKION OF THE ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CROSS - TONE ONE
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance, granting to Thy people victory over
all their enemies, and by the power of Thy Cross preserving Thy commonwealth.
• Do NOT sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.
KONTAKION OF THE ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CROSS - TONE FOUR
Do Thou, Who of Thine own good will was lifted up upon the Cross, O Christ our God,
bestow Thy bounties upon the new Nation which is called by Thy Name; make glad in Thy
might those who lawfully govern, that with them we may be led to victory over our
adversaries, having in Thine aid a weapon of peace and a trophy invincible.
THE EPISTLE
Exalt ye the Lord our God. The Lord reigneth; let the people tremble.
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (1:18-24)
Brethren, the word of the Cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26)
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and the cleverness of the clever I will thwart.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and
Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to
Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God.
THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (19:6-11,13-20,25-28,30-35)
At that time, the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus
to put Him to death. And they came to Pontius Pilate saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!”
Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for I find no crime in Him.”
The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die, because He has
made Himself the Son of God.”
When Pilate heard these words, he was the more afraid; he entered the praetorium
again and said to Jesus, “Where art Thou from?” But Jesus gave no answer. Pilate therefore
said to Him, “Wilt Thou not speak to me? Knowest Thou not that I have power to release
Thee, and power to crucify Thee?” Jesus answered him, “You would have no power over
Me unless it had been given you from above. When Pilate heard these words, he brought
Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called “The Pavement”, and in
Hebrew, “Gabbatha.” Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about the
sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” They cried out, “Away with Him,
away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief
priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” Then he handed Him over to them to be
crucified.
So they took Jesus and led him away, and He went out, bearing His own Cross, to
the place called the place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew “Golgotha.” There they
crucified Him, and with Him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them.
Pilate also wrote a title and put it on the Cross; it read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the
Jews.” Many of the Jews read this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the
city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.
Now standing by the Cross of Jesus were His mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of Cleopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw His mother, and the Disciple
whom He loved standing near, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then
He said to the Disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the Disciple took her
to his own home. After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now fulfilled, said, “It is finished’;
and He bowed His head and gave up the spirit.

Since it was the day of Preparation, in order to prevent the bodies from remaining
on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that
their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. So the soldiers came and
broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him; but when
they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. But one
of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.
He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true.
THE SYNAXARION
On September 14 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate the Elevation
(Exaltation) of the Honored and Life-giving Cross.

Verses

Creation, seeing the Cross highly exalted,
Offereth Thee high praise in its throat, O Savior.
On the fourteenth the Cross’ Wood is exalted.
On this day, we commemorate two events connected with the Precious Cross of Christ:
the finding of the Cross on Golgotha, and the returning of the Cross to Jerusalem from
Persia. While in the Holy Land, the Empress Helena learned that the Holy Cross was
buried underneath the temple of the pagan goddess Venus built on Golgotha. She
demanded it be torn down and the Cross be excavated. The search turned up three crosses.
Uncertain which was the true Cross, the Patriarch Marcarius ordered that each cross be
placed on the corpse in a funeral procession passing by. The first two produced nothing,
but the third brought the man back to life, thus determining that this was the very Cross
on which our Savior brought life to the world. Later, King Chozroes conquered Jerusalem,
took the people into slavery and carried off the Lord’s Cross to Persia. In 628, the Greek
Emperor Heraclius defeated Chozroes, and brought the Cross back to Jerusalem with great
ceremony. Heraclius was carrying the Cross on his back when, suddenly, he froze. The
Patriarch Zacharias saw an angel directing the emperor to take off his robes and walk with
the same extreme humility with which our Savior bore His Cross. The emperor complied,
and was able to finish the procession to the Church of the Resurrection on Golgotha,
where he restored the Holy Cross.
By the power of Thy Cross, O Christ God, have mercy upon us, and save us. Amen.

After the Gospel Reading, please turn to page 104 in the Red Service Book
to follow along with the rest of the Divine Liturgy.

HOLY BREAD IS OFFERED BY:
Deanna Nasser for the health of Sudie Nasser and in loving memory
of Dale Nasser, Sr. on the occasion of their 62nd wedding
anniversary and for the health of Dale Nasser Jr. and family, Daniel
Nasser and family, Paul and Laila Ferris and family, PJ and Jackie
Ferris and family, and all our relatives and loved ones.
ARCHDIOCESE DUE
Raed and Sylvana Aldouri
DONATION
Surella Nasser made a donation in honor of her daughter Deanna Sue Nasser being named
a 2020 Woman of Impact for El Paso by the El Paso Inc. Deanna was nominated by
Kelvin Green with support references from Laila Ferris, Laurie Paternoster and Jerry
Rubin.
MEMORIAL DONATION
Blanca Anaipakos in memory of Jean-Marc Salloum
ICON PROJECT
Icons are representations of the Heavenly. They are expressions of Orthodox faith,
teaching, and worship. Icons are not drawings but rather writings of things not of this
world. Icons can represent our Lord Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints. They
can also represent the Holy Trinity, Angels, the Heavenly hosts, and even events.
The Orthodox Church uses icons to assist in worship. Icons are a 'window to heaven' and
they help us to focus on the divine things. Icons teach us not to reject our physical life
but instead to transform it, as was done by the holy people represented by the icons. It is
important to note that the icons themselves are venerated only, not worshipped; we only
worship God in the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).
Fr. Fadi is overseeing the Icon Project to have icons written on the interior walls that are
bare in the church. This project is to continue beautifying the Church for the glory of
God. If you wish to make a monetary donation towards the Icon Project in memory of a
loved one(s) and/or your family, please contact Fr. Fadi at (973) 780-0221. Please address
your check to St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church and write Icon Project Donation
in the purpose line. Thank you.
A warm thank you to all who have donated towards the Icon Project. May God grant you
many years of good health.

THANK YOU FROM THE LADIES SOCIETY
The luncheon was a great success, thanks to everyone who donated and supported the
event as we raised $5110 for the church.
May the Lord reward you a million times more for your help and grant you many years of
good health.
Sylvana Aldouri
CONGRATULATIONS
Deanna Nasser was named the 2020 Woman of Impact for El Paso by El Paso Inc., for her
good works these many years with the Senior Citizens Holiday Event and Food Drive for
residents of El Paso Housing Authority started by her father, Dale, and godfather, Peter
Rizk, more than 50 years ago. She was also recognized for other community services
involving the welfare of the senior citizens in the city. May God grant you many years for
your service to those in need.
BAKE SALE
You recently were notified that there was a Bake Sale scheduled for Sunday, September 26th
from 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM. However, this event has now been rescheduled for October.
Further information will be provided later.
DATE TO REMEMBER
Elevation of the Cross with the Procession of the Holy Cross
On September 14 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate the Elevation
(Exaltation) of the Honored and Life-giving Cross. St. George Church, with permission,
will transfer and commemorate this feast on Sunday, September 13th. The Procession
of the Holy Cross will follow Divine Liturgy. The service will also be available on livestream.
COVID-19 AND PROTOCOLS FOR REOPENING CHURCH
You should have received a copy of the protocols/guidelines that are to be carried
out for reopening our beloved St. George. The protocols are in place to ensure the
safety of parishioners who choose to attend church for worship services. Please refer
to the protocols for details. The protocols will be emailed SEPARATELY from each
week’s Church Bulletin. The protocols will be in place until further notice.
HOW TO ACCESS LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES
We will continue to live stream worship services during the on-going Covid-related crisis.
It is quite easy to ‘come into’ the service, and you do not need to be a member of any social
media platform to worship from home.
Step 1- Access the Church’s website www.stgeorge-elpaso.org

Step 2 – Once on the ‘home page’, scroll all the way to the bottom. Look for this logo:
Step 3 – Click on the logo. IT IS NOT NECESSARY to be a member of ‘Facebook’ to use
this connection.
Step 4- Clicking on this logo opens a media page exclusive to St. George. It contains all
sorts of video events from festivals to Divine Liturgy. To locate the live Sunday service
being streamed, look for the still picture of the Solea and Iconostasis at the front of the
church. This is found at the top right of the page.
Step 5. As you move your cursor around on that still picture, various controls become
visible: Those control volumes, move the video backwards and forward, and expand the
picture to fill the whole screen. Saturday Vesper services still start at 5:00 P.M. Sunday
services still start with Orthros at 9:15 A.M., and Divine Liturgy follows at 10:30 A.M.
Live stream will also apply to Liturgy services scheduled during the week.

THE DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
If you do not have a Service Book at home, please click the web site below and follow the
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom. For the feast hymns, Gospel and Epistle of the
day, you will need to refer to the Liturgical Resources for September.
http://www.stgeorgenj.com/the-divine-liturgy-of-st-john-chrysostom.html
LITURGICAL RESOURCES FOR SEPTEMBER
The Antiochian Archdiocese wishes to bring to our attention some liturgical resources for
August that are available at www.antiochian.org/liturgicday.
For parishioners who are unable to attend church as the Coronavirus pandemic continues,
and if they are unable to watch live streams of the divine services on the internet, they can
refer to the readers services in front of their icons at home. Once they access the above
web page, they scroll down to "Permanent Liturgical Resources," they will find instructions
for readers vespers, readers orthros, and typika services. They can pair the instructions with
the full services they find on the Select Date calendar on that same webpage. Click on the
calendar box and then select the date. The services will appear on the right side of the page
under Daily Liturgical Text.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School is on Summer break. Start date information will come later.
ADULT CLASS
Classes, under the guidance of Fr. Fadi Rabbat and Dr. Sandra Edwards, are scheduled on
Saturdays from 3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.(MTD). The Adult Class will continue meeting
'virtually' via gotomeeting.com. If you are joining us, and we sincerely welcome you to

do so, follow the instructions we have posted previously, using meeting ID 282 603
717. Come and See!
The Adult Class has voted to continue to meet virtually, even though we miss one
another. One of the reasons we feel compelled to continue to meet in this way is to save
on utilities for the church which would be used when we meet on site with the AC turned
on.
If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Sandra Edwards at (915) 203-0099.
CHURCH BULLETIN DISTRIBUTION

Dear parishioners, just a friendly reminder that if you have an email address on file
with the church’s Breeze System, we will email the Church Bulletin to the email
address provided. We will not mail you the Church Bulletin to save on postage and
copying cost. Thank you for your cooperation. I will continue to mail the Church
Bulletin to those who have contacted me. -Rev. Dn. Michael
CHURCH BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS

Announcements for the Church Bulletin should be emailed by Monday to Rev.
Deacon Michael at monkeyelp56@hotmail.com. The Church Bulletin is usually
sent out on Tuesday.
HOLY BREAD OFFERING

If you plan to offer the Holy Bread, please indicate your offering on the sign-up
board located in the Narthex of the church or email Rev. Deacon Michael by
Monday at monkeyelp56@hotmail.com to have it placed in the following week’s
Church Bulletin. Deacon Michael will contact you to make the necessary
arrangements for the Holy Bread. Also let him know if the Holy Bread is being
offered for a Memorial Service of a departed love one.

DOME LIGHTING

Please note that the 'Dome Lighting' refers to the lights being lit from within the
dome of the church to see the icon of the Christ Pantocrator through the dome
windows at night. Your request to schedule a 'Dome Lighting' should be emailed to
Rev. Deacon Michael by Monday at monkeyelp56@hotmail.com in order to have it
placed in the following week's Church Bulletin. Also indicate when the dome is to
be lit. There is a minimum donation of $50 per lighting. Please address the check

to St. George Antiochian Church. You can either mail the check to the church or
drop it off in the church’s mailbox.
CONTACT INFORMATION
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Fadi Rabbat at:

Office: 915-584-9100
Cell phone: 973-780-0221
Email: archimandritefadi@antiochian.org
Or
Deacon Michael Sifuentes at:

Cell Phone: (915)309-1511

Email: monkeyelp56@hotmail.com

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Fadi to
schedule the visits or in case of any emergency at any time).

Confessions: By appointment.

