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March 18, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Great Lent
Commemoration of John Climacus, Author of “The Ladder”
Cyril, patriarch of Jerusalem; Martyrs Trophymos and Eukarpos of Nicomedia and those
with them; Nikolai (Velimirovic), bishop of Zhicha who labored in America

Tone 8
Eothinon 8
Saturday Service: Vespers 5:00P.M.
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, Followed by the Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Patricia Borschow
Ushers: Sylvana Aldouri, Hend Odeh, Blanca Gottfried, Rose Beard
Altar Boys: All are welcome to serve.
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the
three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our
Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN CLIMACUS CROSS IN TONE EIGHT
The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep
sighing thou hast given fruit through thy struggles a hundredfold. Accordingly, thou hast
become a star for the universe, sparkling with miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father John
Climacus, intercede with Christ God to save our souls.
APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE TWO
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor
and needy, a healing physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among
Martyrs, the victory-clad George; intercede for our Souls.
“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26)
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KONTAKION FOR THE ANNUNCIATION (AND GREAT LENT) TONE 8
To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast
delivered me from terror; but as thou that hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou
alone can set me free: from all forms of danger free me and deliver me, that I may cry unto
thee: Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.
THE EPISTLE
The Lord will give strength to His people. The Lord will bless His people with peace.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (6:13-20)
Brethren, when God made a promise to Abraham, since He had no one greater by whom
to swear, He swore by Himself, saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” And thus
Abraham, having patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men indeed swear by one greater
than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. So when God desired
to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of His
purpose, He interposed with an oath. So that through two unchangeable things, in which it is
impossible that God should prove false, we who have fled for refuge might have strong
encouragement to seize the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of
the soul, a hope that enters into the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a
forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek..”
THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. (9:16-30)
At that time, a man came to Jesus, kneeling down and saying unto him, “Teacher, I
brought my son to you, for he has a dumb spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it dashes him
down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked Thy Disciples to cast it
out, and they were not able.” And Jesus answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I
to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to Me.” And they brought the boy
to Him; and when the spirit saw Jesus, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the
ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has he
had this?” And he said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into the fire and into the
water, to destroy him; but if Thou canst do anything, have pity on us and help us.” And Jesus
said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the
father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” And when
Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You
dumb and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him, and never enter him again.” And after
crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so that most
of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And
when Jesus had entered the house, His Disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast
it out?” And Jesus said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer and
fasting.” They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And Jesus would not have anyone
know it; for He was teaching His Disciples, saying to them, “The Son of man will be delivered
into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and after He is killed, He will rise on the third
day.”

THE SYNAXARION
On March 18 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our father among the
saints Cyril, patriarch of Jerusalem; Martyrs Trophymos and Eukarpos of Nicomedia and
those with them; Nikolai (Velimirovic), bishop of Zhicha who labored in America.
On this same day, the Fourth Sunday of Great Lent, we make remembrance of our
godly father, John, the author of The Ladder of Divine Ascent (or Climacus).
The celebration of his feast on this day arose from the custom prevalent in the
honorable monasteries of starting Great Lent with the reading of his lessons. John describes
the method of elevating the soul to God as ascending a ladder. He teaches those who seek
salvation how to lay a firm foundation for struggles, how to detect and fight every passion,
how to avoid demonic snares, and how to rise from the rudimental virtues to the heights of
Godlike love and humility. John of the Ladder came to Mount Sinai at age 16 and remained
there, first as a novice under obedience, then as a recluse, and finally as abbot until his
eightieth year. One time, his disciple, Moses, fell asleep under the shade of a large stone.
John, in prayer in his cell, saw that his disciple was in danger and prayed to God for him.
Later, when Moses returned, he fell on his knees and gave thanks to his spiritual father for
saving him from certain death. He related how, in a dream, he heard John calling him and he
jumped up and, at that moment, the stone tumbled. Had he not jumped, the stone would
have crushed him. John Climacus died on March 30, 606.
Through his intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

Thought of the Day
In England, when people bow before the queen, they do so out of respect, but it does not imply
any repentance. But when we bow before Christ, it means that we are ready to empty ourselves from
an evil mind, from any evil thought or act, or any evil thing in our lives. -- His Eminence, Metropolitan
JOSEPH

Holy Bread will be offered by:
Martin & Sharon Madsen in honor of Alex and Sebastian's Birthdays.
Eva Mowad in memory of Eddie Mowad Sr.—4years—and for the health of
Eva and family.
Anonymous
Memorial Service: One-year memorial service in memory of +Helen
Morland offered by Georgina Christiansen, Michelle Corella, and the St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Community of El Paso.

Coffee Hour:

Refreshments will be offered by Fr. Joseph and Kh. Carol Abouid on occasion of
Aidan’s first tooth! Kh. Carol and Fr. Joseph would like to thank Suha Jarjour for offering
the “snaynieh” on this occasion.

DONATIONS
Jean-Marc & Marisela Salloum for the health of Vanessa, Diana, Catherine, Samih
Salloum and All the Salloum & Esper Families.
Milad & Laurice Farah for the good health of Ward Esper.
Sami & Antoinette Esper for the good health of Ward Esper.
Jamie Isaac for the health and Blessings on the Shaheen & Najjar families.
Bryan & Annette Haddad for the health of Eva Mowad.
Mark & Marian Jensen: In Loving memory of our Beloved Father Edward
Mahfood who passed on February 29, 2008
In Memory of Tamra Nasim Salloum
Blanca Anaipakos

Georgette Abraham

Blanca Anaipakos: In Memory of Helen Moreland and Herb Barakat
Salah & Nada Al-Hanna: In Memory of George Issa
ARCHDIOCESE DUES
Salma Isaac
Seminarian Fund
Blanca Anaipakos Geoffrey Borschow
Milad & Antoinette Farah Blanca Gottfried
Bryan & Annette Haddad
Joseph & Melissa Isaac Jamie Isaac Chris & Tiffany Joudi
Phillip & Edwina Youngblood
Total Collection: $ 312.00

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------St. George Festival Committee is looking for volunteers! Anyone wishing to help and
willing to put in the time and effort to “Make the Festival Great Again”, contact Fr. Joseph
or Dr. Raed Aldouri expressing your interest in wanting to help! Anyone and everyone is
welcomed! Help will be needed to set up, to prepare food, to be at the booths, to sell food,
at the bake table, etc.

Ladies’ Meeting
All Antiochian women will meet immediately after the Divine Liturgy
this Sunday, March 25. Please plan to attend.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Donations for Palms and Easter Flowers
Donations accepted through the Lent season to cover the cost of Palms and
flowers. Your donations given for the health of your family and/or in memory
of your beloved departed family members

Sami & Antoinette Esper made a donation for Easter flowers

Annunciation Fish Luncheon
St. George Parish council will have a fish luncheon (fish, rice and vegetables) on March 25
after Divine Liturgy for the Annunciation to the Theotokos. All proceeds will help offset
church expenses. Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for Children 10 & under

Sunday School Canned Food Drive Competition
Each Sunday School Class will be competing against each other
throughout Great Lent to see which class can bring the most
cans. At the end of Great Lent, the Sunday School Class that has
brought the most canned foods will win a pizza party. All of the
canned foods donated will be donated to a local food bank in
order to help our community.
Starts: 2/19/2018 Ends: 4/8/2018
If you have any questions, contact Alexie Baine: (783)944-4683
Johnny Odeh: (915)873-461
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ST. GEORGE CHURCH SCHOOL

Pre- School

Kinder – 1st

Jace Gerena
Kingston Joudi
Caleb Crawford
Anastasia Salinas

Giselle Gerena
Nia Isaac

2nd – 3rd

4th – 5th

Wik Brooke Christiana Crawford
Nigel Rangel Kendall Olivas

6th – 7th
Sami Odeh
Andrew Crawford

8th – 12th
Joseph Odeh
Anthony Jarjour
Johnny Odeh
James Shaheen

Our attendance has dropped! We thank all the parents for bringing their children to Sunday School!
We encourage the rest to keep bringing their children this coming Sunday!

A Joyous Weekend with Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani…
This past weekend, our Parish enjoyed the company of the Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani, who illumined us with his
presence and words of wisdom! He prayed with us, he delivered an inspiring workshop for our married
couples -and those about to tie the knot-, and energized us with his words on Sunday’s sermon. We would
like to thank all of those who attended the retreat: without their presence, it would have not been a success.
Also, those who donated food and help organize the logistics of the meals. Finally, a big “Thank You” to
Fr. Malek for everything he did for our community.

A Special Thanks to Alexie

Baine and the Teen SOYO for
babysitting during Saturday’s
Marriage Retreat!

Great Lent & Holy Week 2018 Schedule of Services
4th Week of Great Lent
Monday March 12
Wednesday March 14
Friday March 16
Saturday March 17
Sunday March 18

Great Compline Service (Ya rab Al Qouwwat)
Presanctified Liturgy 4th Week of Great Lent
4th Akathist (Madeeh)
Great Vespers
4th Sunday of Great Lent (St. John Climacus)

6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.

5th Week of Great Lent
Monday March 19
Wednesday March 21
Friday March 23
Saturday March 24
Sunday March 25

Great Compline Service (Ya rab Al Qouwwat)
Presanctified Liturgy 5th Week of Great Lent
5th Akathist (Madeeh)
Great Vespers
5th Sunday of Great Lent (Annunciation of the Theotokos)

6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.

6th Week of Great Lent
Monday March 26
Wednesday March 28
Friday March 30
Saturday March 31(A.M.)
Saturday March 31(P.M.)
Sunday April 1
(A.M.)

Great Compline Service (Ya rab Al Qouwwat)
Presanctified Liturgy 5th Week of Great Lent
Canon of St. Lazarus
Divine Liturgy (St. Lazarus Saturday)
Great Vespers
Palm Sunday (Glorious Entrance of the Lord to Jerusalem)

6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.

Great & Holy Week
Sunday April 1
(P.M.)
Monday April 2
Tuesday April 3
Wednesday April 4
Thursday April 5 (A.M.)
Thursday April 5 (P.M.)
Friday April 6
(A.M.)
Friday April 6
(P.M.)
Friday April 6
(P.M.)
Saturday April 7 (A.M.)
Saturday April 7 (P.M.)
Sunday April 8
(P.M.)

1st Bridegroom Service (Hada Houwwa Al-Khatan)
2nd Bridegroom Service (Hada Houwwa Al-Khatan)
3rd Bridegroom Service (Hada Houwwa Al-Khatan)
Service for the Sacrament of the Holy Unction (Salat l Zeit)
Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil (Mystical Supper)
Service of the Twelve Passions Gospels
Royal Hours
Great Vespers (Taking Down from the Cross)
Service of the Lamentation followed by All-Night Vigil
Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil (Qum Ya Rab!)
Paschal Divine Liturgy
Agape Vespers (Gospel Readings in Multiple Languages)

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

CONTACT INFORMATION
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Joseph Abouid at:
Office: 915-584-9100

Cell phone: 708-415-7050 Email: pastor@stgeorge-elpaso.org

OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday – Friday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Joseph to
schedule the visits or in case of any emergency at any time).
Confessions: Saturdays from 3:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. (or during the week by appointment).
Deadline for Holy Bread Offering and any Bulletin Announcement is Thursday.

