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June 24, 2018
Nativity of the Forerunner and Baptist John
New-martyr Panayiotis of Caesarea in Cappadocia

Tone 3

Eothinon 4

Saturday Service: Vespers 5:00 P.M.
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, Followed by the Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Patricia Borschow
Altar Boys: All are welcome to serve.

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His
own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead.
He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF THE NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST TONE FOUR

O prophet and Forerunner of Christ God’s coming to us, * all we who with longing now
extol thee are at a loss to honor thee worthily. * For thy mother’s barrenness and father’s
long silence, * by thine all-renowned and hallowed birth, were both ended, * and the
Incarnation of the Son of God is preached unto all the world
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE IN TONE TWO
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and
needy, a healing physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among
Martyrs, the victory-clad George; intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our souls.
“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26)
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Nativity of St. John the Baptist)
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. O God, hear my voice when I cry unto Thee.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (13:11-14:4)
Brethren, salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; the night is far
gone, the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor
of light; let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness,
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. As for the man who
is weak in faith, welcome him, but not for disputes over opinions. One believes he may eat
anything, while the weak man eats only vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who
abstains, and let not him who abstains pass judgment on him who eats; for God has
welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his
own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for God is able to make him
stand.
THE GOSPEL
(For the Nativity of St. John the Baptist)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (1:1-25, 57-68, 76, 80)
Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things which have
been accomplished among us, just as they were delivered to us by those who from the
beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also, having
followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, that you may know the truth concerning the things of which you have
been informed. In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zacharias, of
the division of Abijah; and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blamelessly. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren,
and both were advanced in years. Now while he was serving as priest before God when his
division was on duty, according to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter
the Temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people was
praying outside at the hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And Zacharias was troubled when he saw
him, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for
your prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name
John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth; for he will be
great before the Lord, and he shall drink neither wine nor strong drink, and he will be filled
with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the sons of
Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall

I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” And the angel answered
him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God; and I was sent to speak to you, and
to bring you this good news. And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the
day that these things come to pass, because you did not believe my words, which will be
fulfilled in their time.” And the people were waiting for Zacharias, and they wondered at his
delay in the temple. And when he came out, he could not speak to them, and they perceived
that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he made signs to them and remained dumb. And
when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. After these days his wife Elizabeth
conceived, and for five months she hid herself, saying, “Thus the Lord has done to me in the
days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among men.” Now the time came
for Elizabeth to be delivered, and she gave birth to a son. And her neighbors and kinsfolk
heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. And on the
eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they would have named him Zacharias after
his father, but his mother said, “Not so; he shall be called John.” And they said to her, “None
of your kindred is called by this name.” And they made signs to his father, inquiring what
he would have him called. And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, “His name is John.”
And they all marveled. And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and
he spoke, blessing God. And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were
talked about through all the hill country of Judea; and all who heard them laid them up in
their hearts, saying “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.
And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying, “Blessed be
the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His people. And you, child, will be
called the Prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare His ways.”
And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day
of his manifestation to Israel.
THE SYNAXARION
On June 24 in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the Nativity of the venerable and
glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John.
Six months before his appearance in Nazareth to the All-holy Virgin Mary, the great
archangel of God, Gabriel, appeared to Zacharias the high priest in the Temple at Jerusalem.
The archangel announced the miraculous conception to the childless old woman Elizabeth.
Zacharias did not immediately believe the words of the herald of God and this is why his
tongue was tied with dumbness and remained as such until eight days after the birth of John.
On that day, the relatives of Zacharias and Elizabeth gathered for the young child’s
circumcision and for the sake of giving him a name. When they asked the father what name
he wishes to give to his son and being dumb, he wrote on a tablet: “John.” At that moment
he could speak again. Herod heard of this news and sent soldiers to slay the children
throughout Bethlehem, including the Forerunner. Herod’s executioners killed Zacharias
between the court and the temple; his blood coagulated and petrified on the stone pavers
and remained a perpetual witness against Herod. Elizabeth hid with the child in a cave where
she died soon after. The young child John remained in the wilderness alone under the care
of God and God’s angels.

On this day, we also commemorate the New-martyr Panayiotis of Caesarea in
Cappadocia. By their intercessions, O God, have mercy on us. Amen.

Thought of the Day
The monks once inquired of St. Paisios the Great: “Father, speak to us a word of
salvation. How should we live according to God?” The elder replied to them: “Go and keep
the commandments of God and preserve the tradition of the Fathers.”

Holy Bread is offered by:
Allen & Patricia Borschow for the good health of the Borschow,
Madsen, Diaz, and Davis families.
Paul and Laila Ferris in memory of Eli and Terri Ferris and Peter
Rizk and for the health of Skee Rizk, the Ferris, Rizk, Samore,
Nasser, and Al-Hanna families.

DONATIONS

Honoring Deacon Michael Sifuentes – Axios!
Bryan & Annette Haddad
Jamie Isaac
In memory of Laura Abraham
Tony Dayoub

Paul & Laila Ferris

Jamie Isaac

Skee Rizk

Bryan & Annette Haddad
David & Dalal Young

In Memory of Selma (Sally) Abraham Malooly

Lance & Mary Jean Lubin

David & Dalal Young

In memory of Mitchell Abraham
Lance & Mary Jean Lubin
LIGHTING THE DOME
Lauren Ferris in honor of Christopher Ferris’s birthday on June 22, 2018.
Dr. Sandra Edwards to honor the Ordination and first service of Deacon Michael
Sifuentes on June 23rd & 24th.

Αξιος! ! مستحقHe is Worthy!

We would like to congratulate our Beloved Deacon Miguel Sifuentes who was
ordained to the holy order of the diaconate this past Saturday 16th of June 2018, at the
DOWAMA Parish Life Conference in Santa Fe, NM! May God grant him many years!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR TEEN SOYO
Our Teen Soyo group, led by their advisor Alexie Baine and their President Johnny
Odeh, was awarded the Most Active Chapter in the Diocese of Wichita and MidAmerica Award this past weekend at the Parish Life Conference in Santa Fe, NM!

Great job and keep up the good work for the Glory of God.

FESTIVAL PRE SALE TICKETS
There are 1380 pre-sale tickets, $27600, that are outstanding. If you have not paid
for tickets you received, please do so by this coming Sunday.
Jamie Isaac - Treasurer

Ladies Society Meeting
The ladies will be meeting Sunday June 24th after Divine Liturgy.
Parish Council Meeting
The council will be meeting Monday June 25th at 7:00 PM
CONTACT INFORMATION
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Joseph Abouid at:
Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 708-415-7050
Email: pastor@stgeorge-elpaso.org
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday – Friday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr.
Joseph to schedule the visits or in case of any emergency at any time).
Confessions: Saturdays from 3:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. (or during the week by
appointment).
Deadline for Holy Bread Offering and any Bulletin Announcement is Thursday.

