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February 18, 2018
Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheese Fare)
Leo the Great, pope of Rome; Agapitos the Confessor, bishop of Synnada in Phrygia;
Venerable Colman, bishop of Lindisfarne

Tone 4
Eothinon 4
Saturday Service: Vespers 5:00P.M.
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, Followed by the Divine Liturgy
Epistle: German Gerena
Ushers: Any available faithful
Altar Boys: All are welcome to serve.
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples
of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to
the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world
Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR TONE TWO
Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and
needy, a healing physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among
Martyrs, the victory-clad George; intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our
Souls.
“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26)
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KONTAKION FOR FORGIVENESS SUNDAY IN TONE SIX
O Thou Who guidest to wisdom, and givest understanding and intelligence, the Instructor
of the ignorant, and Helper of the poor, strengthen my heart and grant it understanding, O
Master. Give me word, O Word of the Father; for behold, I shall not refrain my lips from
crying to Thee, O merciful One, have mercy upon me who am fallen.
THE EPISTLE
(For Sunday of Forgiveness)
Sing praises to our God, sing praises. Sing praises to our King, sing praises.
O clap your hands, all ye nations.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (13:11-14:4)

Brethren, salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; the
night is far gone, the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, to gratify its desires. As for the man who is weak in faith, welcome
him, but not for disputes over opinions. One believes he may eat anything, while
the weak man eats only vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who
abstains, and let not him who abstains pass judgment on him who eats; for God
has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It
is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the
Master is able to make him stand.

THE GOSPEL
(For Sunday of Forgiveness)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (6:14-21)
The Lord said to His Disciples: If you forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if you do not forgive men their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. And when you fast,
do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their
fasting may be seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.
But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may
not be seen by men but by your Father Who is in secret; and your Father Who
sees in secret will reward you. Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.

THE SYNAXARION
On February 18 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate our fathers
among the saints Leo the Great, pope of Rome; Agapitos the Confessor, bishop
of Synnada in Phrygia; and Venerable Colman, bishop of Lindisfarne.
On this day, we make remembrance of the exile of the first-fashioned,
Adam, from the Paradise of delight.
It is the Sunday of Forgiveness, known also as Cheese Fare Sunday.
Today’s lesson from the Holy Gospel teaches us about forgiveness and fasting,
and how both are crucial to our own return to Paradise. The divine Fathers also
set the anniversary of the exile of Adam from the Paradise of bliss on this day, at
the entrance of Great Lent, to show us by deed as well as word how great is the
benefit that accrues to man from fasting and repenting; and, on the contrary, how
great the harm that comes from destructive gluttony and from disobedience to the
divine commandments. The sin of gluttony resulted in Adam and Eve’s
banishment from Paradise, because they disobeyed God by eating from the tree
which He had forbidden them. The Church reminds us of this event to encourage
us to return to that ancient glory and primeval happiness by means of fasting and
obedience to God and His commandments.
By Thine ineffable compassion, O Christ our God, make us worthy of the delight
of Paradise and have mercy on us, as Thou art alone the Lover of mankind.
Amen

Thought of the Day
"It is through the virtue of humility that we attain spiritual gifts. Humility is the
acknowledgement that God has saved us, forgiven us and desires that we should do the same. God does
not force us to do so, we must be willing. If we are not willing to be humble, the world will humiliate
us. The humble person cannot be humiliated, for humiliation is nothing but a blow to our pride. The
one who has no pride escapes such suffering." -- His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH

Holy Bread will be offered by:
Milad & Laurice Farah & Family, Francis & Marie Khoury &
Family for the 9th Day Memorial of Laurice & Francis’ beloved
brother who passed away to the Lord Saturday, February 10th, in Lebanon. May
his memory be Eternal.
Virginia Aziz and Family for the 9th Day Memorial of their beloved son, brother
and husband Edward Aziz. May His memory be Eternal.
Alexis, Giselle and Jayce in honor of German’s birthday, February 18. May
God grant him good health, happiness and a long life.

DONATIONS
Geoffrey Borschow for the health of Layla Salloum & Malik Thomas.
Vanessa Salloum for the health of all the Salloum Family.
Skee Rizk, Laila & Paul Ferris for the health of Dean Papas, Eva Mowad &
Layla Salloum.
Salah & Nada Al-Hanna for the health of the family.
Jamie Isaac for the health of Malik Thomas & James Isaac III
Jean-Marc & Marisela Salloum: Happy Valentine’s Day to St. George Church
Parishioners.
Kathy Aziz in memory of her father, George Aziz and brother, Eddie Aziz.
In Memory of Eddie Aziz
Raed & Sylvana Aldouri Georgette Abraham
Bryan & Annette Abraham
Dora Vasilakis
Paul & Laila Ferris Skee Rizk
Blanca Anaipakos
Sami Esper Tony Dayoub Kathy Aziz
In Memory of Yousif Khoury
Raed & Sylvana Aldouri
In Memory of Moussa Al-Dehneh
David & Dalal Young
Vanessa Salloum Sami & Antoinette Tony Dayoub
In Loving Memory of Edward Malooly
Cynthia & Renee Malooly
Jason, Janice & Justin Malooly
Andrew, Debra, Jared & Jet
Archdiocese Dues
Nadia Saab
Vanessa Salloum
Surella & Deanna Nasser
PJ & Jackie Ferris
Chris, Tiffany & Kingston Joudi
Friendly Reminder: The ARCHDIOCESE DUES are $35 per baptized soul and
are a requirement to all parishioners who attend St. George!

Memory Eternal
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church of El Paso would like to extend our deepest and
sincerest condolences to the Farah and Khoury families on the loss of the Departed Servant
of God †Yousif Khoury, who fell asleep in the Lord on Saturday, February 10th, 2018 in
Lebanon. Condolences are extended to Francis Khoury & Laurice Farah.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR YOUTH!
At the Region 1-5A and Region 1-6A swimming and diving meet o1n Saturday at the campus of

Texas Tech University in Lubbock, Coronado’s Rose Barakat won the 100-yard breaststroke in a
time of 1:05.81 and was second in the 50-yard free with a time of 24.23 seconds. She qualified
for the state meet in Austin in both events. God Speed!

Sunday School Canned Food Drive Competition
Each Sunday School Class will be competing against each other
throughout Great Lent to see which class can bring the most
cans. At the end of Great Lent, the Sunday School Class that
has brought the most canned foods will win a pizza party. All of
the canned foods donated will be donated to a local food bank
in order to help our community.
Starts: 2/19/2018 Ends: 4/8/2018
If you have any questions contact: Alexie Baine: (783)944-4683
Johnny Odeh: (915)873-4613

Ladies of St. George
Sincere thanks to all who worked hard & contributed to the great success of the
Valentine Luncheon, including those who prepared the food, donated gifts and
decorations and all the parishioners who attended! You will want the recipes
from the cooks: Meats, beans, potato salad, slaw, etc. were delicious! God
Bless the hands.
St. George Festival Committee looking for Volunteers!

The St. George Festival Committee is looking for volunteers! Anyone wishing to
help and willing to put in the time and effort required to “Make of the Festival Great
Again”, contact Fr. Joseph or Dr. Raed Aldouri expressing your interest in wanting
to help! Anyone and everyone is welcome to help, and thanks in advance.

Marriage Enrichment Retreat
All couples are invited to this unique opportunity to
revive the fire –of Christ– of their marital bond in
this one-day retreat with the V. Rev. Fr. Malek
Rihani on Saturday 10th of March, 2018. Fr.
Malek is Archdeacon Saed Rihani’s older brother.
He is the Founding Pastor of St. Mary Palos
Heights, IL, and is a certified Marriage and
Family Counselor. It is the perfect opportunity
time to re-energize your marriage!
When: Saturday March 10, 2018
Where: St. George Mini-Hall
Who: Couples
More information to come! Save the date!
(Block that Saturday off on your calendar!!!)

About Fr. Malek:
Fr. Malek Yousef Rihani was born in Amman, Jordan in 1955. He attended De La Salle Catholic High
School on the south side of Chicago.
In 1976, he married Dina Saad Ayoub, and he also completed his undergraduate studies from the
University of Illinois with a Bachelors Degree in Marketing.
In 1981 he received his Master's Degree in Business Administration from Keller Graduate School of
Management.
In 2002 he completed his theological education and earned a Master's Degree in Applied Theology
from Lebanon’s Balamand University and the Antiochian Archdiocese. He was ordained in the
Antiochian Orthodox Church as a Deacon in 1997 and a Priest in 2002; he is also a Certified Marriage
and Family Counselor.
He currently serves as an Assistant Pastor at St. Mary Orthodox Church in Palos Heights, Illinois. He
also serves on several local Orthodox Boards and Committees, including Orthodox Christians for
Life, International Orthodox Christian Charities; and the Martha and Mary Maternity Home.
Fr. Malek and Dina live in Elmhurst, IL. They are blessed with two children and five grandchildren.

Bishop Basil Endowment
If you would like to donate to Bishop Basil Endowment, please do so by
this Sunday 2/18/2018. Our collection so far is only $150.
_______________________________________________________________
Fr. Joseph Abouid will be out of town from February 13 until February 16th.
In case of Emergency, do not hesitate to call his cellphone!

CONTACT INFORMATION
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Joseph Abouid at:
Office: 915-584-9100 Cell phone: 708-415-7050 Email:pastor@stgeorgeelpaso.org
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday – Friday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr.
Joseph to schedule the visits or in case of any emergency at any time).
Confessions: Saturdays from 3:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. (or during the week by
appointment).
Deadline for Holy Bread Offering and any Bulletin Announcement is Thursday.

