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December 24, 2017
Sunday before Nativity of Christ (Sunday of the Genealogy),
Which Falls on Paramon (Eve) of Nativity of Christ
Venerable Martyr Eugenia of Rome and those with her; Martyr Achaikos;
Venerable Antiochus of Mar Sabbas Monastery; New-martyr Ahmed of Constantinople

Tone 4
Eothinon 7
Saturday Service: Vespers 5:00P.M.
Sunday Service: Orthros (Matins) 9:15 AM, Followed by the Divine Liturgy
Epistle: Bryan Haddad
Ushers: Eight members of The Order of St. Ignatius* (see below)
Altar Boys: All are welcome to serve.
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of
the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the
Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO
Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the three holy youths rejoiced in the fountain of
flames as though at waters of rest. And the Prophet Daniel appeared a shepherd to the lions
as though they were sheep. Wherefore, by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls.
APOLYTIKION FOR THE PARAMON (EVE) OF THE NATIVITY IN TONE FOUR
(**Joseph was amazed**)
As the fruit of David’s seed, Mary was registered of old * with the Elder Joseph in the little town
of Bethlehem, * when she conceived with a seedless and pure conception. * Behold, the time
was come that she should bear her Child, * but no place was found within the inn for them; * yet
the cave proved a delightful palace * for the pure Lady and Queen of all. * For Christ is born
now to raise the image that had fallen aforetime.
APOLYTIKION FOR ST. GEORGE THE GREAT-MARTYR (TONE TWO)

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy, a
healing physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the

victory-clad George; intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our souls.
KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE
Today the Virgin cometh to the cave where she will give birth in an ineffable manner to the
Word Who is before all the ages. Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when thou hearest it heralded:
Glorify Him, with the angels and the shepherds, Who chose to be seen as a new-born babe,
the God Who is before all the ages.

THE EPISTLE
(For the Sunday before the Nativity)
Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
For Thou art justified in all that Thou hast done for us.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:9-10, 32-40)

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign
land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For
he looked forward to the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is
God. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths
of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out
of weakness, became mighty in war, and put foreign armies to flight. Women
received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept
release, so that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and
scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were
sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep
and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And
all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised,
since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should
not be made perfect.

THE GOSPEL
(For the Sunday before the Nativity: “The Genealogy”)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (1:1-25)
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham. Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and
Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram,
and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and
Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and
Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the
father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of
Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, and
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, and Uzziah the

father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and
Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers,
at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon:
Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and
Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the
father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and
Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father
of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the
husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, Who is called Christ. So all the
generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David
to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to
Babylon to the Christ were fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ
took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and
her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will
bear a son, and you shall call His Name Jesus, for He will save His people from
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name shall be called
Emmanuel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did
as the angel of the Lord had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not
until she had borne a son; and he called His Name Jesus.
THE SYNAXARION
On this day, the Sunday before the Nativity of Christ, we have been enjoined by our holy
and God-bearing Fathers to make commemoration of all them that from the beginning of time
have been well-pleasing unto God, from Adam even unto Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy
Theotokos, according to genealogy, as Luke the Evangelist hath recounted historically; and
likewise for the Prophets and Prophetesses, especially of Daniel the Prophet and the three holy
youths.
It is also known as the Sunday of the Holy Genealogy. We remember the aforementioned
names, those in the Old Testament who were related to Christ by blood, and those who spoke
of His Birth as a man. In the Divine Liturgy, we shall read of Jesus Christ’s lineage from the
Gospel of Saint Matthew. In this way, the Church shows us that Christ truly became a man,
taking on human nature. He was not a ghost, an apparition, a myth, a distant imagined god, or
the abstract god of philosophers; such a god does not have a family tree. Our God is the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He has flesh and blood, human ancestors—many of whom sinned
greatly, but like David, also repented greatly. Yet, all of these righteous ones in every age had
been well-pleasing to God because they loved Him. By taking on human nature, the Son of God
became like us in all ways, in flesh and blood, in mind and soul, and in heart and will. He differed

from us in only one way: He could not sin. Since we know that Christ’s human nature remained
sinless, He is also fully divine, and He shows us the way in which we can avoid sin, and so
improve and transform our human nature.
By their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen.

Thought for the Day
"We have to overcome sentimentalism in our prayer if we want to experience its healing
power." -- His Eminence, Metropolitan JOSEPH

Holy Bread will be offered by:
David & Dalal Young for the health of their family.
DONATIONS
Drs. Hassan & Maha Salloum for the health of Lon Silagi
Bryan & Annette Haddad for the health of Sada Vaughan and Family
Jamie Isaac for the health of Dean & Jeannie Papas
Tony Dayoub

In Loving Memory of Mariam Azar Hanna
Blanca Anaipakos
Dora Vasilakis
George & Angie Al-Hanna
Archdiocese Dues:
Blanca Anaipakos

Phillip & Edwina Youngblood

Ladies’ Society Christmas Party
A sincere thanks to all the Ladies for baking the desserts, and for the raffle donations: Lisa
Malooly, Rose Beard, Marilyn Drahan-Collectibles, Suha Jarjor-Su Casa, Deanna Nasser,
Jamie Isaac, Dr. Maha Salloum, Mary Esther Salom, Salma Farah, and Angie Garcia for the
beautiful baskets she wrapped. Thank you Jackie Ferris for the trivia games--we enjoyed
them and had fun.

Message from Fr. Jehad & Kh. Michael:
To all our Beloved St. George Family,
We would like to wish you a very blessed Christmas, praying that God will grant
you and your loved ones’ happiness, good health, and long life! You are always on our
mind and prayers. Our new address in Arizona is the following:
16443 N 47th Pl., Phoenix, AZ 85032
The Cellphone numbers are still the same.
We look forward to being amongst you soon God willing!
_____________________________________________________________________

2018 GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF VOTING MEMBERS
Beloved St. George Parishioners,
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
This letter is to notify you of the upcoming Annual General Parish Meeting, which is
scheduled to take place on Sunday, January 21, 2018 immediately after the Divine Liturgy
in the Church’s Summit Hall. A meal will be provided.
It is very important that all Church Members attend in order to review and discuss all
the important issues concerning our beloved Holy Church, including financial statements,
proposed budget for 2018, organizational reports, and election of New Parish Council
Members to serve for 2018-2019. All parishioners are reminded to make sure that their 2017
Membership Pledges are up-to-date to be eligible to vote. The minimum financial
contribution to have been met is of at least $250.00 per person age 18 and older, along
with a payment of thirty-five ($35.00) per Baptized soul to the Antiochian Archdiocese
of North America as a yearly commitment.
According to the St. George Constitution and By-laws, the criteria for you to be
eligible to vote are:
(a) Be Eighteen (18) years of age and over
(b) In a good canonical standing
(c) Have Been Baptized and accepted in the membership of the Holy Orthodox
Church.... Practice its faith and discipline … Attend worship services on a regular basis
… Partake of the Holy Sacraments of the Church
(d) Have met the minimum requirement of pledged contribution as prescribed by the
Parish Council by having “paid his/her fair share of pledges”.
In order to be nominated and/or elected for the St. George Parish Council, per
Constitution and By-Laws:
" ... A candidate must be Twenty-One (21) years of age or over, have been a
voting Member of St. George Church for a period of one (1) year, and have
fulfilled the Canonical Requirements of the Orthodox Faith. A candidate to St.
George Parish Council must be in good standing spiritually, and have fulfilled
his/her financial requirements as prescribed by the Parish Council."
We look forward to seeing all of you at our St. George Church Annual General
Parish Meeting on Sunday, January 21, 2018. May God Bless you and your families always,
and grant you strength to serve His Holy Church faithfully and diligently, for His glory always!
Yours in Christ,
Tiffany Joudi
Parish Council Secretary

Member Pledge Form for the Coming Year
January 2018 – December 2018
(This form MUST be returned to the Church Office by December 31, 2017)

“Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits

of all your produce: then your barns will be filled with plenty
and your vats will be bursting with wine.” Proverbs 3: 9-10
“Freely you have received, freely give.” Matthew 10: 8

Name(s) of person or couple (household) completing this form (one form per
married couple or single individual age 18 and over):
__________________________________________________________________

Financial Offerings

After prayerful consideration of God’s teachings and the blessings He has
bestowed upon our household/me, our/my pledge to St. George Church for
the coming year is $ ___________________ 
I/We prefer to pay our pledge (check one):
 Weekly 

 Monthly 
 Quarterly 
 One annual payment
 I/We would prefer to have envelopes in order to pay this offering in cash and/or
checks.

A minimum contribution amount of $250.00 per person has been established from previous years by the General
Assembly of Voting Membership (Pledge Members) for budgeting purposes to help cover the expenditures of the
parish for each new fiscal year. These figures would translate to a contribution of $5 a Sunday per person each
week. By meeting (or exceeding) your minimum amount of contribution, you automatically become eligible to be
nominated for the Parish Council, and to vote at the General Assembly of Voting Membership. The pledge is a
spiritual contract. There is no maximum, demonstrating your commitment to the Church and Her life.
Please Note: This amount will be handled with EXTREME CONFIDENTIALITY! No one, except the priest
and the treasurer will have access to this sensitive piece of information. Also, they are not allowed to disclose
the amount of your pledge to anyone, only the status of the pledge (fulfilled/unfulfilled) to the Nominations
Committee. Failure to fulfill your pledge by the end of the year will automatically render your pledge to an
“unfulfilled” status and thus, you cannot vote during the General Meeting nor are you eligible to be nominated
for Parish Council duties.
“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26)

Tel: (915)584-9100 / Fax: (915)760-5547
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Time and Talents

In addition to my financial offering, I offer my service to the community to assist
in the following areas – check all that may apply (Married couples, please list
individual names for each selected responsibility):
Adult Education
Almsgiving/Helping the Needy
Altar Servers
Choir
Church School
Greeters/Ushers
Grounds
Holy Bread
Hospitality
Facility
Church Decoration
Outreach/Evangelism
Website/I.T.
Youth Activities
Other areas not listed:
Your Name

Role
:
:
:

“And they were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26)
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Our Pursuit of Holiness…
Through our Time, Talent, and Treasure
What: A Weekend with Rev. Archdeacon Saed
Rihani
Where: St. George, El Paso.
When: Martin Luther King Jr. Weekend
(January 12, 13, 14 & 15 of 2018)
Who: Archdeacon Saed Rihani has been a deacon
for the Diocese of Toledo since 1988! He is
currently serving our sister parish St. Mary
Antiochian Orthodox Church in Palos Heights, IL
(southern suburbs of Chicagoland Area). Along
with H. E. Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archdeacon
Saed was the Keynote Speaker at the Orthodox
Young Professionals Meeting that took place in New Orleans, Louisiana on August of
2016! Now, he has accepted to come and speak to our Teens, Sunday School Staff
(workshop), Ladies Society, and Young Adults in weekend full of enlightenment and
insight about how we are to achieve Holiness using our precious time, our God-given
talents, and our treasures!
Schedule of Events:
Friday, 12th of January: Talk to our Young Professionals & Young Adults (ages 19-40)
followed by a dinner and socializing at one of our town’s
hotspots (yet to be determined)!
Saturday, 13th of January: Brunch with our Ladies’ Society (starts at 10:00 a.m.)
Saturday, 13th of January (Evening): Talk to our Teens SOYO (Immediately after
Vespers) with a Pizza Dinner!
Sunday & Monday, 14th and 15th of January: Sunday School Workshop

More information to come! Save the date!!!!

We would like to thank all our Sunday School Staff and Students for
putting on for us a Great Show! Many thanks to all the parents who
attended, and contributed to the Silent Auction!
Please note: No Sunday School until January 6th, 2018.
______________________________________________________________________

Which level would you prefer?

ST. IGNATIUS ORDER MEMBERS: remember to wear your Cross ON SUNDAY!

Nativity, New Year’s & Theophany Liturgical Services Schedule
Day

Time

Service

Sunday of the Genealogy of Christ, a.k.a. Sunday before the Nativity
Friday 12/22/2017

9:30 a.m.

Nativity Royal Hours (NO LITURGY)

Saturday 12/23/2017

5:00 p.m.

Great Vespers

Sunday 12/24/2017

9:15 a.m
10:30 a.m.

Matins
Divine Liturgy

Nativity of Christ - Christmas Services
Sunday 12/24/2017

5:00 p.m.

Great Vespers (for the Nativity)

Monday 12/25/2017

8:15 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Nativity Matins
Divine Liturgy

Leave-Taking of the Nativity of Christ
Saturday 12/30/2017

5:00 p.m.

Great Vespers

Sunday 12/31/2017

9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Matins
Divine Liturgy

Feast of the Circumcision of Christ & Commemoration of St. Basil the Great
Monday 01/01/2017

10:15 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Matins
Divine Liturgy

Theophany of Christ – Paramon of the Feast & Blessing of the Waters
Friday 01/05/2017
Saturday 01/06/2017

9:30 a.m.

Royal Hours / Vesperal Liturgy

8:15 a.m.

Matins
Divine Liturgy
(Followed by Blessing of the Waters)

9:30 a.m.

Fr. Joseph and Kh. Carol will be providing refreshments at the Summit
Mini-Hall after the Baptism!

CONTACT INFORMATION
For Pastoral needs and/or Emergencies contact Fr. Joseph Abouid at:
Office: 915-584-9100

Cell phone: 708-415-7050 Email: pastor@stgeorge-elpaso.org

OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday – Friday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Hospital & Pastoral Visits (During the morning or evenings – Please contact Fr. Joseph to
schedule the visits or in case of any emergency at any time).
Confessions: Saturdays from 3:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. (or during the week by appointment).
Deadline for Holy Bread Offering and any Bulletin Announcement is Thursday.

